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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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1. AR Course Title An Introduction to the Origin of Civilizations around the World----a Comparative
Perspective
2. 4Rl =t Center for Social Sciences
Originating Department
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Course Code
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This course introduces students to the origin and developments of ancient civilizations in different regions, which helps
students understand and appreciate the complexities of the ancient civilizations around the world, gaining a
comparative perspective under the global scope. Through providing a broad overview of the cultural inheritances and
changes in different areas such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Mesoamerica, this course aims to examine ways in which
cultural tradition shaped and continues to contribute to modern societies. Through introducing theories and
methodologies of comparative studies with case studies, it is proposed to help students acquire basic concepts of
comparative studies and understand the regularities and differences among ancient cultures around the world, thus be
aware of the characteristics of ancient Chinese Civilization. By using archaeological, historical, ethnological, and
linguistical materials in introducing ancient civilizations, it is expected to introduce different social science approaches
that are used to study ancient cultures, and encourage students to understand ancient cultures from the perspectives of
social science.
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By the end of the course, you should:

1. Have a fundamental knowledge of the ancient civilizations around the world.

2. Identify the spatiotemporal regularities and differences among different cultural groups around the world, thus be
aware of the inner motivations especially human behaviour promoting cultural development.

3. Be aware of different social science approaches that are used to study ancient cultures.

4. Acquire a cross-cultural comparative perspective in understanding ancient cultures.

5. Draw connections between the ancient past and modern societies through examining the ways in which ancient
culture and belief shaped and continues to contribute to present communities.

6. Recognizing the uniqueness of Chinese civilization.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1 Introduction
Objectives and requirements of the course
Introduction to Mesoamerica

Week 2 Civilization: Definition and Elements
What is civilization
Standards for civilization?
The process of the origin of civilization
Ecological perspective
Ancient civilizations around the world

Week 3 Where did we come from? The Paleolithic age.
Out of Africa
Arrival at the America
Paleolithic age as a foundation
Similarities and differences of the Neolithic cultures around the Eurasia
The continuity of human behavior

Week 4 Sedentism, Agriculture, and the Neolithic East Asia
Early cultivation in Northeast China
Early cultivation in Southeast China
The origin of Chinese civilization

Week 5 Ancient Egypt
Agricultural revolution and the emergence of city states
Architecture and beliefs: pyramids and the Ur ziggurat
The ornamental systems of elites, a comparative study.
The art of description: murals

Week 6 The enduring Greek
The origin of Greece art: Minions and Mycenaean
Dark and light: ancient Greek before and after 1,000BC
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Great civilization: philosophy and visual art in Greece art

Week 7 Fertile Crescent: ancient Near East
Ancient human and the crossroad of cultural exchange
Syria during the origin of civilization
The revolution in gold metallurgy

Week 8 Museum tour

According to the requirements of the syllabus, for complementing the lectures and broadening the eyesight of the
students, a museum tour will be organized. The time and schedule might be adjusted considering outer influences such
as the weather.

Week 9 Pyramids and temples: ancient Mesoamerica
The Olmecs
Teotihuacan
Classic Maya
The Aztecs

Week 10 A comparative study on cosmology and beliefs
The creation myth: flood...
The myth of Nv Wa
Hero twins in Mayan’s beliefs

Week 11 A comparative study on writings and calendars
Maya glyphs
Oracle bones in Shang dynasty, China
Long-count calendar

Week 12 A comparative study on architectures
Egypt and Maya: pyramids and temples
Style, function and ideological meanings

Week 13 A comparative study on city plan and social organization
City plan and citizens
Social organization

Week 14 Craftsmanship
Jade craftsmanship
Nephrite jades from Neolithic Northeast Asia
Jadeite jades from Mesoamerica

Week 15 Long-distance exchange of raw materials and technologies
Long-distance exchange of the nephrite raw material
The transmission of jade crafting technology.

Week 16 Ancient Civilizations: now and then
Cultural change and continuity
Cultural diversity around the modern world

Bt R B 5 %% 5 Textbook and Supplementary Readings

P2 R TR AR B BT A S BRGS0 M ) B S22 25 %KL . The course instructor will provide supplementary
readings before each session of the lectures
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




