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1. W LHR Course Title
Four Shakespearean Tragedies in the Context of Intellectual History
2. 2Rl Center for Social Sciences
Originating Department
WEmMT
3. SS086
Course Code
4. PRE2:4) Credit Value 2
5. WEAS JHIRE1Z 1R FE General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type
BRFEH
6. *ZE Fall
Semester
BRES R . :
7. FHIEXLiE English and Chinese
Teaching Language
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8 RESRREIT) 7 BHER 2 N S22 582 2 25 Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts,SUSTech
) Instructor(s), Affiliation& | niedl@mail.sustech.edu.cn
Contact
(For team teaching, please list
all instructors)
ERRIBB. FR¥R. BR % NA
9. A
Tutor/TA(s), Contact
HERABRBU(AIAIR)
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(Optional)
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Credit Hours
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12. Pre-requisites or  Other| £ NA
Academic Requirements
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13. Courses for which this| 7t NA
course is a pre-requisite
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Shakespearean tragedies are the excellent products of early modern England. They respond with incredible ingenium to
the major questions posed but unfinished in the Classical periods, and to some extent, present his own understanding of
humanity. This course will cover four tragedies by Shakespeare, which are Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear and Othello, on
the basis of close reading of some key passages in them, and in light of what we now call politics, literary studies, history
and gender studies, etc. We expect to discover a Shakespeare, whom Harold Bloom judges as follows:‘Shakespeare will
not make us better, and he will not make us worse, but he may teach us how to overhear ourselves when we talk to
ourselves...he may teach us how to accept change in ourselves as in others, and perhaps even the final form of change’

(Excerpted from "Choice interviews: Harold Bloom interviewed by Terry Farish", Choice v32, #6 (Feb, 1995): PAGES

899 -901.) .
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Upon successful completion, students will be able to:

- Acquire basic knowledge of Shakespearean tragedies

- Be able to think critically with those texts

- Acquire basic skills in searching and citing academic sources
- Acquire basic skills in academic writing

- Strengthen their self-reliant and critical thinking

17.  RENARHFEAR (WEZRESUIOOVE, WRERANATURHTOG mEEEEE R, #FEHHIEY
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Lesson 1: Introduction to Shakespearean Tragedies (2 credit hours)
€@ The life of Shakespeare
¢ Four Tragedies

Lesson 2: Hamlet (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTI-l
€ The love of Hamlet
4 Stoicism of Horatio

Lesson 3: Hamlet (2 credit hours)
¢ ACT -V
€ Friendship in the Hamlet

Lesson 4: Hamlet (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTV
€ The Procrastination of Hamlet

Lesson 5: Macbeth (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTI-IlI
€ Meaning of the Three Witches

Lesson 6: Macbeth (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTIV-V
4 How to understand “power”

Lesson 7: Macbeth (2 credit hours)
€ The historical background of the Macbeth
€ The Republic and the Macbeth

Lesson 8: Othello (2 credit hours)
® ACTI-I
4 How to understand “jealousy”

Lesson 9: Othello (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTII-IV
€ The character of Desdemona

Lesson 10: Othello (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTV
€ How to understand conjugal love

Lesson 11: King Lear (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTI-I
€ The worries of King Lear
Lesson 12: King Lear (2 credit hours)
¢ ACT -V
€ Father-daughter love in the King Lear
Lesson 13: King Lear (2 credit hours)
¢ ACTV
€ How to understand family
Lesson 14: Course Summary (2 credit hours)

Lesson 15: Presentations (2 credit hours)

Lesson 16: Presentations (2 credit hours)

b R H e 2 %%k Textbook and Supplementary Readings
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F1XX
PR, (PEHMPRIERD , RS, ANRSCEDMEL, 2012,

B PE D Wid, (AR R A AR)  RATHI. EMAERE, BEARHRRAE, 2007,
Azl ,  CEAEED) , FRRAT. SRATHIEE, RISSENASIE, 1986.

P, GERERD) O RES. (TEEEE, BSEE, 2016,

WHAZE, (Bufsy) , REZE, FSETHE, 1997,

WHAEZE, (et Dress) , BERARE, FSE4HE, 2003,

LEARAER],  CHEWD) , WDULE, RSEN15TE, 1985,

L

Shakespeare, Four Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth, ed., David Bevington, Bentam Classic.
Aeschylus, The Oresteia: Agamemnon; The Libation Bearers; The Eumenides, trans.,Robert Fagles,
Penguin Classics, 1984.

Sophocles, The Three Theban Plays: Antigone; Oedipus the King; Oedipus at Colonus, trans., Robert
Fagles, 2000.

Plato, Republic, trans., G.M.A. Grube, Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1992.

Plato, Laws, trans., Tom Griffith, Cambridge University Press, 2016.

Aristotle, The Politics and the Constitution of Athens, trans., Stephen Everson, Cambridge University Press,
1996.

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans., Terence Irwin, Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1999.
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score

H &) Attendance

e S 20% TR 5 R B LA E AN IEIT .
Class Students with unexcused absence of
Performance more than 5 times fail.

/NS Quiz

REHH

Projects

PR

Assignments

B R 20%
Mid-Term Test

BARE R

Final Exam

BHRHRE 60% SRR RE — MR W A R S
Final 7%, 51 4000-6000 F 118 —FifE
Presentation NRIR R

Students are expected to write a
report of 4000-6000 words, focusing
on a specific topic or text .

HE (REF
EHYF DL LG
7R Others
(The above may
be modified as
necessary)
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M A. +=FK&EZ 5 Letter Grading
OB. =it GE/ANEE) Pass/Fail Grading

P #t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
AEREREELT T FHENE RS HRGET

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




