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. Originating Department Center for the Humanities
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Course Code
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Course Type
6. BRH FKZF Fall
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Ancient Chinese literature is an important component of traditional culture, and it is also the main point to cultivate
humanity quality of students by reading classics in ancient Chinese literature. The development history of ancient
Chinese literature as the common thread runs through all these courses. We select representative works from the pre-
Qin period to Qing dynasty as reading materials and hope to improve students’ knowledge about traditional culture by
reading and comprehending these texts. Specifically, students will understand the general situation of the ancient
Chinese literature and learn how to read and appreciate literary texts. Moreover, they should know how to use reference
books to help themselves read and comprehend traditional Chinese texts.
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Upon successful completion, students will be able to:
- Understanding all kinds of literary forms and classics in the history of ancient Chinese literature.
- Cultivating students’ interest to Traditional Culture.

- Improving the ability of reading and comprehending classical literary works and their aesthetic notions.

- Raising the expression and writing level.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Lesson 1: The Definition of Ancient Chinese Literature and Related Concepts (2 credit hours)

Course introduction

A Brief Introduction of Ancient Chinese Literature

Discriminating Related Concepts: Ancient Society, the Perspective of Development History; Literature;
Literary Form; Lyrical; Revivalism etc.

The Brief Introduction of Imperial China’s History and the Notion of Representing Literary forms in Different
Dynasties.
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Lesson 2: The Classic of Poetry and Prose in Pre-Qin (2 credit hours)
¢ Overview
Myth
The Classic of Poetry
Historical Prose
Hundred Schools of Thought and Philosophical Prose
€ Close Reading
Selected Readings from The Classic of Poetry
On Cultivating the Self from Mozi

Lesson 3: Han Rhyme-prose and Records of the Grand Historian (2 credit hours)

€ Qin and Han Literature
Brief Introduction of Qin-Han Intellectual
The Development of Han Rhyme-prose and Represent Works
The Difference between Han Rhyme-prose and Prose in Qing and Han Dynasties
Writing and Circulating of the Records of the Grand Historian

€ Close Reading
Wang Bao “The Panpipes”
Assassin’s Ranked Biographies in the Records of the Grand Historian

Lesson 4 to 5: Ancient Style Poetry and Parallel Prose in the Six Dynasties (4 credit hours)
€ Mystic Learning and Wei Jin Character
The Features of Ancient Style Poetry
Nineteen Old Poems
A New Account of the Tales of the World
The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons and Literary Criticism Works
The Characteristics of Parallel Prose
€ The Poetry Culture in Northern and Southern Dynasties
Yongming Style Poetry
Palace-tyle Poetry
& Close Reading
Representative Works of Cao Zhi
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Shen Yue's Palace-style Poetry
The Chapter of Spirit Thought in The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons

Lesson 6 to 7: The Recent Style Poetry in Tang Dynasty (4 credit hours)
€ The Differences between Metrical Poetry and Ancient Style Poetry
€ The Prosperous Tang and Poetry Creating

Four Paragons of the Early Tang
The Poetic Tradition Represented by Li Bai and Du Fu
€ Poetry in Mid-Tang era

The Poetic Circles of Dali Reign

Poetry Creating of Mid-Tang

Du Mu and Poetry of Late Tang

Tang Classical Tales and Other Literary Forms

Close Reading

Lu Zhaolin’s Ballads

The Innovation of Bai Juyi's Poetry

Poems of Du Mu

Chen Xuanyou'’s the Record of Soul Leaving

L X 24

Lesson 8 to 9: Song Lyrics and Miscellanies in Sung Dynasty (4 credit hours)
€ The Differences between Song Lyrics and Metrical Poetry
€@ Neo-Confucianism and Poetry Writing
Philosophy in Poetry Works
The Jiangxi School of Poetry
The Changes of Lyrical Idea
€ The Development of Lyric
Lyric in Five Dynasties and Northern Sung
Delicate Restraint Lyrics and Heroic Abandon Lyrics
Delicate and Elegant Style of Lyric and the Society of Late Sung
€ Miscellanies in Sung Dynasty
The Classification and Characteristics of Miscellanies
Representative Works of Miscellanies
€ Close Reading
Poems of Huang Tingjian
Song Lyrics of Ouyang Xiu and Li Qingzhao
Wu Wenying’s Lyrics
Selected Chapters of Recording the Wonderful Scenery in the Capital

Lesson 10: The Colloquial Song and Variety Play in Yuan Dynasty (2 credit hours)
€ The Structure and Character of the Colloquial Song
€ The Formation of Variety Play
The Relation between Variety Play and the Colloquial Song
The Influence of Social Condition on Variety Play’s Formation
€ Close Reading
Select Colloquial Songs
The Injustice to Dou E of Guan Hanging

Lesson 11 to 12: Narrative Fictions, Imitating Story-telling Fictions and Drama in Ming Dynasty (4 credit hours)

€ Revivalism Ideological Trend in Ming Dynasty
Revivalist Movement from Seven Early and Late Masters to Late Ming
Revivalist Movement and Literary Creative Writing
€ Overview of Poetry, Song Lyric and Prose in Ming Dynasty
The Poetry of the Native Sensibility School
Revival of Song Lyric in Late Ming
Archaic Prose of Tang-Song School
€ The Development of Narrative Fictions and Four Masterworks in Ming Dynasty
The Structural Features of Narrative Fiction
Introduction to the Content and Formation of the Investiture of the God's
€ Tang Xianzu’s Drama Writing and Romantic Ideological Trend
The Differences between Drama and Variety Play
Story Scripts Fiction Writing of Feng Menglong
The Definition of the Story Scripts Rewriting
& Close Reading
Peony Pavilion Written by Tang Xianzu
Selected Readings of Three Words and Two Hits
Selected Chapter of the Investiture of the Gods
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Lesson 13 to 15: The Classical Chinese Fiction, Song Lyrics and the Eight-legged Essay in Qing Dynasty (6
credit hours)
€ Social and Political Environment in Qing Dynasty
Writings of Ming Loyalist and Official Literatis in Early Qing
Literary Inquisition
Evidential Scholarship in Qing Dynasty
€ Poetry and Song Lyric in Qing Dynasty
On the Ineffable Essence and Resonance in Wang Shizhen’s Poetry
Yuan Mei: School of Natural Wit
Lyrics of Nalan Xingde
Pursuit to Delicate and Elegant Style of Lyric in Zhu Yizun’s Works
Changzhou School of Song Lyrics
The Aesthetic Differences in Song Lyrics between Sung and Qing
€ The Classical Chinese Fiction in Qing Dynasty
Fiction Writing Influenced by Civil Service Examination System
The Formation of Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio and lts Ideas
€ The Eight-legged Essay in Ming and Qing Dynasties
The Structural Features of Eight-legged Essay
€ Close Reading
Representative Works of Wang Shizhen'’s Poetry
Song Lyrics of Nalan Xingde
Representative Lyrics of Zhou Ji
Selected Readings from Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio

Lesson 16: Reviewing and Testing (2 credit hours)
€ Reviewing All the Content in Classes
€ Testing in the Class

€ According to what you have learned in the courses, you can write an article about one author or literary work.
What you think after reading, analyzing one question related to our courses or adapting one story to play, all
will be Ok as your final paper.(At least 2000 words)
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Mair, Victor H. (ed.), The Columbia History of Chinese Literature, New York: Columbia University Press, 2001.
Zhang, Longxi, A History of Chinese Literature, New York: Routledge, 2023.
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score
H{&j Attendance 10 ASCHR O R FE 5 B ELR
PREEBRE) 2L T 50% A A @
Students with absence of 50% will be
noted as “not passed”.
WHEIN 20 A S 5 E NS,
Class Students are grouped to participate
Performance classes discussion.
AN LA
Quiz
PHEN B Projects |
SRR
Assignments
HhER 30 SRR E CREOGER AR
Mid-Term Test MENFISCEFARM, 5—RCE, FEA
PR ZERXCEEME QAR HFH
WRRE MR 5K E SR R I
Ko AHEPSZE. (1500 ZLA 1D
According to what you have learned in
the courses, you can choose the most
interested literary work to write a
paper regardless of literary form. The
requirement of this assignment is to
reflect what you are thinking after your
reading, and express your thought in
clearly logic. Do not plagiarize. (More
than 1500 words).
S 40 5 — FAEAT BRI A
Final Exam A final examination.
BRI E
Final
Presentation
HE (THRIERE
85 A PP
W)
Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)
e84/ GRADING SYSTEM
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