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# = B#5 Course Objectives

SD401 Research Methods is aligned with the concurrent course DS402 Research Project. It introduces students to
methods, models, and theories of design and design research and related visualization and academic writing
techniques. It guides students in selecting and applying these to support individual design projects conducted in parallel
with SD402. Through lectures, readings, and guided discussions, students will establish repertoires of methods and
approaches to conduct well-documented and appropriately reasoned design research inquiries.

Skills: planning and conducting research

Pk RE Learning Outcomes

At the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. describe the characteristics and purposes of design research
2. identify suitable design research methods for a self-defined design project

3. plan and communicate a design research inquiry in support of a self-defined design project

WERAREHFEAN RRES UREIONE, MRERNEN AW A RSB, #22H HAEY
EX? )
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18.

34

L%

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Week Content
01 Lecture (2 hours)
Welcome, Course Introduction, Creating Design Knowledge
02 Lecture (2 hours)
Scientific Research and Design Research
03 Lecture (2 hours)
Design Process Models |
04 Lecture (2 hours)
Design Process Models Il
05 Lecture (2 hours)
Rise and Fall of the Design Methods Movement, Hypotheses and Research Questions
06 Lecture (2 hours)
Contemporary Design Research Methods (Empirical User Research)
07 Lecture (2 hours)
Design Research Ethics, Working with Literature
08 Interim Presentations (2 hours)
Individual interim design research brief reviews
09 Lecture (2 hours)
Inspiration and Variety Generation
10 Lecture (2 hours)
Testing and Evaluation
11 Lecture (2 hours)
Design Research Case Studies
12 Lecture (2 hours)
Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods
13 Lecture (2 hours)
Visual Research, Visual Communication for Design Research
14 Lecture (2 hours)
Design Research Brief and Report Writing, Presentation
15 Lecture (2 hours)
Open topic(s) arising from previous discussions, tutorial discussions
16 Final Presentations (2 hours)

Individual final design research brief reviews

BM REESEFE Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Gjoko Muratovski (2022), Research for Designers: A Guide to Methods and Practice, 2nd edition, Sage, London.

(recommended)

Jenn Visocky O’'Grady and Ken Visocky O’Grady (2017). A Designer’s Research Manual, 2nd edition, Rockport

Publishers, Minneapolis. (optional)
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority

Professor Tom Kvan
Dean, School of Design
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