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BERKNKH¥HF SYLLABUS

Students will:

e Understand the basics of (British) academic discourse
o  Written: hedging claims, critiquing and evaluating evidence, articulating clear and specific stances or
describing data
o Spoken discourse: debate, challenging the ideas of others, dealing with challenges and critique,
conference etiquette?
e Understand how to reference and the importance of avoiding plagiarism
e Learn how and where to access research material and self-teach when necessary
e Learn to write a full-length academic essay
e Develop their ability to read real academic texts critically
o Deepen their understanding of cultural/ethical stances on key issues in biomedicine
e Learn to listen to and understand longer content in English, such as lectures
e Expand their academic and domain-specific vocabulary by approx. 700 words

FE S R Learning Outcomes

Students will begin to read research articles and listen to lectures and other long pieces of academic English speech.
Through projects they will develop skills including spoken academic discourse, such as discussion and debate, research,
essay writing, and academic presentations. Their academic vocabulary will have expanded by approximately 700 words.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if this
is a team teaching or module course.)
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The course will be split into 4 sections, each of 4 weeks. Each 4-week unit will cycle through 4 different topic areas related
to the students’ major studies in second year (so slightly different for BMS and BME students) and will include close focus
on and assessment of one area of academic English competence (either speaking or writing) as well as discipline-specific
vocabulary and extended reading and listening skills.

Unit1
o Biomedical science/engineering issues in popular knowledge
o Weekly reading and listening material from news/documentaries
e Introduction to academic debate, discussion, and argumentation
o How do we build knowledge in academic discourse?
o Norms of spoken academic discourse
e Assessment: debate
Unit 2
e Biomedical science/engineering issues in popular knowledge — in greater depth
o  Weekly reading and listening material from news/documentaries with greater complexity and criticality
o Analysing and reading critically
e Evaluating, selecting, and synthesizing complex material in English
e Assessment: integrated listening/summary task
Unit 3
e Biomedical science/engineering issues in popular science articles
o Reading longer academic texts
o Listening to lectures
e  Writing longer sustained argument and analysis
e How to conduct research; avoiding plagiarism, evaluating sources
e Assessment: research essay
Unit 4
e Biomedical science/engineering issues in academic literature
o Reading journal articles
o Listening to lectures
e Presenting your research professionally; engaging spoken academic and professional discourse

o Assessment: conference-style presentation
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18 #Hht R HE TS L EE Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Reference books:

e  Advanced Grammar in Use by Martin Hewings

B4 ASSESSMENT
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score
Hi#) Attendance |Every week |10 | |
BERIN Every week 10 Participation and weekly homework
Class completion
Performance
YL Wks 3,7, 11, 14 20 Vocab quizzes
Quiz
BT H Projects |Wks 4, Wk 8 Wk 12, (140 Debate, Integrated Writing, Essay
Wk 15 Presentation
SRRk
Assignments
il 2y Wk 9 10 Mock IELTS
Mid-Term Test
BRER Wk 16 10 Mock IELTS
Final Exam
BRI E
Final
Presentation
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2%t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority
HEHFAET:
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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen circumstances,
or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be directed to the course instructor.
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