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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.

1. ¥FE4%K Course Title £E3C4k (American Culture)

BRBLR ,
2. &= Center for Language Education
Originating Department

3. REES CLE024
Course Code

4.  HFEZES Credit Value 2

5. R iR E1FE General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type

6. A K7 Summer =X #kZ Fall ok %2 Spring
Semester
FRES . .

7. 4 English

Teaching Language
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8 b SR ) Pamela Mansutti
. Instructor(s), Affiliation& | pamelam@sustech.edu.cn
Contact

(For team teaching, please list
all instructors)
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9. HR T NA

Tutor/TA(s), Contact

ERABRB(FTAE)

10. Maximum Enrolment
(Optional)
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Delivery Method Lectures |Tutorials Lab/Practical |Other (Please specify) |(Total
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Academic Requirements

FBRE. HESEIER
Pre-requisites or Other | CLEO30 EAP or CLEOO03 English for Academic Purposes Ill or GE2000

JREERAE. HEFIHR
Courses for which this course | G (None)
is a pre-requisite

Cross-listing Dept.

RN K # ¥ H P SYLLABUS
#22 H¥5 Course Objectives

American Culture is a cultural studies course for SUSTC undergraduates who aim to acquire a deeper international
perspective on Western Culture, particularly Anglo-American. This course will expose students to the most prominent US
scholars and writers from the 19th century to the present, and it will discuss concepts and ideas that represent the
foundations of American culture, such as independence, individualism, frontier, freedom, optimism, capitalism and many
others. The course will examine a variety of texts, from political essays to novellas, from Presidential speeches to short
stories, from documentaries to visual artifacts and economic reports, with the purpose of clarifying what these concepts
mean historically, why they are so important, and how they have evolved. At the same time, the course will also highlight
how notions of racism, war, and Exceptionalism among others characterize the most powerful country in the Western
world.

ik % > R Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will:

. become fluently conversant about major cultural themes in the West;

. gain a new conceptuality and better critical thinking skills;

. learn to evaluate a different cultural heritage;

. understand their own relationship to another civilization;

. discern foreign stereotypes from reality;

. appreciate traditions, myths, values, and ethics from another culture;

. study different methods of academic inquiry (for example, philosophical)
. integrate new knowledge into their own field of specialization
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Course duration: 16 weeks
Tentative course contents:

Fundamentals of US cultural and political thought
Declaration of Independence and US Constitution
Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America
Selection of Walt Whitman’s Poems

Henry David Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience
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The Frontier and the American Dream. Selected passages from F. J. Turner’s “T he Significance of the Frontier
in Americ an History”

7. Gatsby and the Roaring Twenties. Joshua Zeitz’s “F. Scott Fitzgerald and the Age of Excess”

8. The birth of Hollywood

9. Presidential Rhetoric. Speeches by Lincoln, Roosevelt, Johnson, and Reagan

10. Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement (1960)

11. Analysis of architectural projects by Frank Lloyd Wright and Robert Venturi

12. Andy Warhol, Postmodernist Art and Celebrity Culture

13. Science Fiction, Comics and Superheroes. Selected passages from Umberto Eco’s “The Myth of Superman”
14. US Wars and 9/11.Selection of Newspaper/Magazine Headlines and Articles

15. The economic crisis in the 21st century.

16. The Myth of the West. Sam Shepard’'s True West

Methods of assessments:
Attendance and participation (10 + 10%)
Two critical responses at 10% each (20%)
Oral Presentation (20%)
Research Essay (20%)

Final Exam (20%)

B RHEBES LR Textbook and Supplementary Readings

The main references for this course are the instructor’s slides and classroom lectures. A course pack will be provided.
Sources for classroom instruction may include:

During, Simon, ed. The Cultural Studies Reader. London: Routledge, 1993.
Nelson, Cary, et al, eds. Disciplinarity and Dissent in Cultural Studies. New York: Routledge, 1996.

Margolis, Joseph. Reinventing Pragmatism: American Philosophy at the End of the Twentieth Century. Cornell University
Press, 2002.

Potter, Vincent G. Doctrine and Experience: Essays in American Philosophy. Fordham University Press, 1988.
Schroeder, Paul, “Is the U.S. an Empire?” History News Network. February 3, 2003.

The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Multiethnic American Literature by Emmanuel S. Nelson, 2005.
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Type of
Assessment

Hi & Attendance
WERI

Class
Performance
NIE 53

Quiz

BT H Projects
SEEF RN
Assignments

BB
Mid-Term Test

BARE A
Final Exam
BRI E
Final
Presentation

HE (THERE
%5 A PP
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Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)
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% of final Penalty Notes
score

10%

10%

20%

20%

20%

20%

MA. +=%Z%%] Letter Grading
OB. =&ic4r#l GE/AE) Pass/Fail Grading

PRFEH #t REVIEW AND APPROVAL

FREREOLET U THRENZRSHIGED

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority

iS5 hil Center for Language Education (CLE)




