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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be

directed to the course instructor.
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1.The first part mainly teaches the higher education function theory, the stage theory, the
organization theory, the discipline theory, the academic profession theory, the student development
theory, the university finance theory. Let students understand the characteristics of higher
education and universities.

2.The second part teaches the current status and reform of higher education development in the
United States, three European countries (Germany, Britain, France) and the four BRIC countries,
and summarizes its national characteristics. Let the students know the international status and
experience of higher education development.

3.Based on the first two parts, the third part reports the characteristics of research universities and
the ranking of world-class universities from the perspective of teachers' own research, and makes
theoretical and practical reflections on the reform and development of higher education in China.
Let students understand the position of Chinese higher education in the world higher education
system, and understand the significance of SUSTech to build a world-class research university.
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1.Helping students fully understand the importance of studying hard in higher education, university
study and university life, and prepare for the social development after graduation.

2.Helping students understand the development of higher education in European and American
countries, especially the situation of reform, the position of China’s higher education in the world
and their responsibility.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1: On Functions (2 Credit Hours)

The function of higher education and the function and development of university, such as the
emergence and development of university teaching, research and service functions in the world.

Week 2: On Developmental Stages (2 Credit Hours)

The three stages of the development of higher education, these are, the formation, development
and judgment of the elite, mass and universal higher educations.

Week 3: On Organization (2 Credit Hours)

Academic organization and its structural characteristics, such as the nature, structure and level
distribution of the university as an academic organization.

Week 4: On Discipline (2 Credit Hours)

The existence and development of disciplines, including the differentiation and synthesis of
disciplines, the relationship between disciplines and universities, disciplines and teachers, are
described in detail.

Week 5: On Academic Profession (2 Credit Hours)

University faculty are doing academic profession. Academic Profession is with nine
characteristics.

Week 6: On Students’ Development (2 Credit Hours)

A detailed description of the reason why the students are going to college, the university has the
function of increasing knowledge, improving the ability and developing the personality of the
students.

Week 7: On University Finance (2 Credit Hours)

The financial source and expenditure category of the university, the relationship between the
university and the fund, the relationship between the university and the market, and so on.
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Week 8: Discussion (2 Credit Hours)

50% of the students were asked to participate in the discussion about the topic "The University in
My Eyes".

Week 9: The Uniqueness of Higher Education and Universities in the U.S. (2 Credit Hours)

The brief history, achievements and characteristics of higher education in America and revealing
some mysteries of the success of higher education in the U.S..

Week 10: The Country Characteristics of Higher Education in Europe (2 Credit Hours)

The brief history, achievements and characteristics of higher education and their universities in
Germany, Britain and France.

Week 11: The Integration Process of Higher Education in Europe (2 Credit Hours)

A special report on the topic "The Integration Process of Higher Education in Europe" refers to
the national characteristics and integrated reform of higher education.

Week 12: The Characteristics of Higher Education in BRICS Countries (2 Credit Hours)

A brief history and characteristics of higher education in BRICS countries except China, such as
Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa.

Week 13: The Characteristics of Research University (2 Credit Hours)

A special report on Research University in 120 years which mainly involves the historical
formation, external judgment and internal characteristics of research universities.

Week 14: World-Class University and Rankings (2 Credit Hours)

A special report on the characteristics of four university rankings in the world. Students were
asked to make a meta-evaluation of the ranking of the world's university with teacher.

Week 15: Reflection on the Development of Higher Education in China (2 Credit Hours)

The instructor’s research results about Chinese higher education contain the history and key
points of development of higher education in China, the reflection and comparison of development
of international higher education.

Week 16: Discussion (2 Credit Hours)

50% of the students were asked to participate in the discussion about the topic “My
Understanding of the Position of China’s Higher Education in the World”.
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(1) John Henry Newman, The Idea of A University[M]. University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, 1982.

(2) Burton R. Clark, Places of Inquiry: Research and Advanced Education in Modern[M]. University of
California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California, 1995.

(3) Simon Schwarzman, Rémulo Pinheiro and Pundy Pillay (eds.), Higher education in the BRICS countries:
investigating the pact between higher education and society[M]. Springer, Dordrecht, 2015.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




