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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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Students are expected to learn the basic knowledge of theatre in an approach of screening, on site visiting of
conventional theatre works. By studying this course, students will gain an in-depth understanding of the basic structure of
theatre art, as well as the related history of dramatic art, its social history, and its material condition. The works come
from the contemporary staging of classic texts ranging from ancient Greek drama, Shakespeare, Moliere, Ibsen, Eugene

O'Neill, Beckett, etc.

Classic drama texts as literature occupies an important position in the cannons of various civilizations. It is the
cornerstones and ladders to understand basic codes of human civilizations, such as literature, history, philosophy. Also it
plays an very important role to understand social sciences such as anthropology, sociology, economics, politics, etc.
Classic dramatic texts and their stage rendering, from ancient Greece to Shakespeare, from Peony Pavilion to Ibsen,
from Cao Yu to Beckett, reflect, depict, and even shape human society in all eras and regions in a unique and direct way.
It shapes our individual mind as well as the mysterious aspect of collective will. This course intends to let the students
understand the basic history of dramatic literature through detailed textual reading and analyzing. The introduction of the
social and historical background of drama texts enables learners to understand the charm of these works while

understanding the mechanism of how they shape and influence the human mind, human nature, and social reality, and
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how they affect the popular culture, including film, tv and games, thus accordingly affects our times and life.
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Students are expected to understand the plots, roles, structure, themes, and style of the classic theatre works listed in
the course syllabus by extensive analysis. Students are expected to gain the profound understanding to their artistic and
aesthetic characteristics. Students are expected to gain the ability to conduct basic appreciation of plays, both as
literature and as art.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1 (2 credit hours)
Screening: the Trojan Women, Sophocles, dir. Tadashi Suzuki (2 credit hours)
Week 2 (2 credit hours)
Lecture: the Trojan Women, ancient Greek theatre and modern politics
Week 3 (2 credit hours)
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare, dir. Peter Brook

Week 4 (2 credit hours)
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Lecture: The empty space of Peter Brook
Week 5 (2 credit hours)

Peer Gynt, Ibsen
Week 6 (2 credit hours)

Lecture: Peer Gynt, fantasy and reality
Week 7 (2 credit hours)

The Cherry Orchard, Chekhov. Dir. Lin Zhaohua

Week 8 (2 credit hours)

Lecture: The Cherry Orchard, the charm of Chekov
Week 9 (2 credit hours)

The Physicists, Friedrich Dirrenmatt
Week 10 (2 credit hours)

Lecture: science and theatre
Week 11 (2 credit hours)

Julies Caesar, Shakespeare. National theatre Live
Week 12 (2 credit hours)

Lecture: Julies Caesar, the power of rhetoric
Week 13 (2 credit hours)

The teahouse (Z%1E) , ANZhK
Week 14 (2 credit hours)

Lecture: the difficulty around Spoken drama or Huaju
Week 15 (2 credit hours)

The Paeon Pavilion, dir. Bai Xianyong ##hRt (4F+5) , HA%H
Week 16 (2 credit hours)

Lecture: The Paeon Pavilion, the effort to revive a dying art.

i R E S %% E Textbook and Supplementary Readings

%%+ H: Reference books:

The Bedford Introduction to Drama, Lee A. Jacobus

Theories of the Theatre: A Historical and Critical Survey, from the Greeks to the Present. Marvin A. Carlson, 1993
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




