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et 32 32
Credit Hours

SBRE. REZEIER
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JREERE. REZEIML
13. Courses for which this | £ NA
course is a pre-requisite

REERBEARRNER |\
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R RMRH ¥ HF SYLLABUS
15.  #¥Z H#5 Course Objectives

Specifically, this course aims to help the students:

This course is designed for intermediate students who are interested in the theoretical and systematic study of
world politics. The course first introduces students to several major theoretical approaches to the study of World
Politics (or International Relations), and then applies these approaches to a number of major, contemporary
issues—ranging from war and peace, conflict and cooperation, development and underdevelopment to global and
national interests—which have constantly drawn attention of national leaders and ordinary people in the world.
Specifically, this course has five objectives:

1. To demonstrate the importance of theory for describing, explaining, and predicting international political and
economic phenomena;

2. To familiarize students with the most influential and popular theoretical approaches (i.e. realism, pluralism or
liberalism, and globalism or Marxism) to the study of international relations, in terms of their intellectual
geneses, fundamental assumptions, major arguments, and applications;

3. To train students to think critically about global and regional issues rather than to provide them with easy
answers to these issues. Critical thinking involves:

o Distinguishing among general theoretical approaches;
e Assessing the merits of specific theoretical arguments;
e Developing an independent approach to the issues of international relations.

4. To examine most salient issues in world politics systematically and critically, utilizing the various theoretical
approaches learned and developed in this class;

5. To familiarize students with the facts associated with major issues.
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16. Pk 2 R Learning Outcomes

In short, it is hoped that from this course, students will come away with not only a better understanding of
International Relations as one of subfields in social sciences, but also with theoretical and conceptual frameworks
that they can use to discuss and comprehend major issues in the global and regional settings.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week 1: Introduction (3] 5)

e Syllabus
e  Course structure
e Know each other

Week 2: International Relations as a Subfield of Political Science (fEN#:2%l 24> X HIEFR X ER )

e The nature of International Relations
e The scope of International Relations
e International Relations and foreign policies

Week 3: Theory in Social Sciences (Eib#EttaR} 0 HER)

What is theory in social sciences?
Theoretical assumption
Theoretical hypothesis
Hypothesized causal relationships
Variables and their measurements

Week 4: Theory in International Relations (E7EE R RZ P HER)

e The role of theory in International Relations
e Types of International Relations theory
e The history of International Relations theory

Week 5: Realism | (BsLZE X, F—)

Theoretical Assumptions

Intellectual Geneses: From Thucydides until now
The nature of international relations

Causal relationships

Week 6: Realism Il (FiszE X, H=)

e  Major Notions:
0 Power
0 International system
0 The nature of International Relations
0 The future of the world
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Week 7: Realism lll (class discussion) (BSzE X, F=)

e Explanation of the question for class discussion
e  Group organization
e Application Case Study for Realism: “Should greater global governance be resisted?”

Week 8: Pluralism (or Liberalism) | (£33, £—%)

Theoretical Assumptions

Intellectual Geneses: From Locke until now
The nature of international relations

Causal relationships

Week 9: Pluralism (or Liberalism) Il (£Z7xEX, F=)

e Major Notions:
o Power
0 International system
0 The nature of International Relations
0 The future of the world: Regime Theory and Globalization

Week10: Pluralism (or Liberalism) Il (class discussion) (£ZtE£X, #=F)

e Explanation of the question for class discussion

e  Group organization

e Application Case Study for Pluralism: “Should China and the United States continue to support the United
Nations?”

Week 11: Globalism | (&¥E X, F—F)

Theoretical Assumptions

Intellectual Geneses: Form Marx until now
The nature of international relations
Causal relationships

Week 12: Globalism Il (£&FREX, E=)

e Major Notions:
0 Power
0 International system
0 The nature of International Relations
0 The future of the world: Postcolonialism and Globalization

Week 13: Globalism lll (class discussion) (£3RE X, E=F)

e Explanation of the question for class discussion
e  Group organization
e Application Case Study for Globalism: “Is economic Globalism a positive trend for the world?”

Week 14: Constructivism | (Z#¥E X, #—3)

Theoretical Assumptions

Intellectual Geneses: Form Immanuel Kant until now
The nature of international relations

Causal relationships

Week 15: Constructivism Il (B#FE X, E=7)

e  Major Notions:
o Power
0 International system




/s
(&
\

o W

Wik

18.

19.

20.

VA ML

% SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

e  Group organization

0 The nature of International Relations
0 The future of the world: Diversity?

Week 16: Constructivism Il (B#HE X, F=%)

e Explanation of the question for class discussion

e Application Case Study for Globalism: “Which theory is the best one to understand international relations?”

it R AT S £ %% Textbook and Supplementary Readings

The course instructor will provide textbooks and supplementary readings:

e Paul Viotti and Mark Kauppi (listed as “V/IK” in this syllabus), International Relations Theory: Realism,
Pluralism, Globalism and Beyond, 3 ed. (New York: Longman, 2019).

e John Rourke (listed as “Rourke I"), Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World
Politics, 10" ed. (Guilford: Dushkin, 2018).
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score

Hi&) Attendance 10% Those who miss more than three
classes since the fourth week will fail
without a valid reason

BERI 10% Participation in class discussions.

Class

Performance

NI S

Quiz

T H Projects | |

“FatENE 10% An individual presentation that will

Assignments serve as a start of the discussion
sessions.

B R 20% In-class exam.

Mid-Term Test

HIAR R 20% In-class exam.

Final Exam

AR 30% Term paper.

Final

Presentation
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Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)
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M A +=HZ %% Letter Grading
0O B. Z—&ica# GBIL/AEE) Pass/Fail Grading

R #H# REVIEW AND APPROVAL
21. ARERBEEE U TRENZZSHIGEDT

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




