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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be

directed to the course instructor.
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This is a GE oriented course in humanities area, designed for the undergraduate students of all majors. Centering on the
theme of "classics and canonization", this course chooses certain periods, writers and literary works from medieval China
that are familiar to general readers, and takes a closer look behind their "classicism". Throughout the course, the students
will be guided through a broad spectrum of historical records, literary texts, academic research, and even certain literary
and cinematic works from the contemporary popular culture, and in a sense be "re-introduced" to these "classics". The
goal is to inspire the students to reconsider, from different perspectives and with a broadened view, these writers, their
literary works, activities and the relevant cultural phenomena that are customarily labeled as "classics", and to further
contemplate the process of literary canonization.

Apart from the "Introduction" and the "Conclusion", the main content of this course will respectively focus on four topics,
namely, "the Three Kingdoms", Tao Yuanming, "Li (Bai) and Du (Fu)", and the "Song of Everlasting Sorrow", and the
content under each topic will unfold across multiple sessions. Chinese medieval literature has had a long history of being
received, during which its writers and works have been continuously selected while its literary and cultural phenomena
interpreted. Such is the process of reception, as well as one of canonization, of medieval literature. In this context, the
reading experience and the general knowledge of a contemporary reader on Chinese medieval literature tend to fix on a
rigidly cliché impression of a handful of "famous" writers and their "representative" works, meanwhile revealing a serious
inadequacy in thinking about and truly understanding the subject matter. In this light, this course will guide the students to
revisit certain contents that are believed to be "familiar". In this process, through extensive reading and exploration of
relevant historical and literary materials, this course will bring the students back to the historical and cultural contexts of
the medieval periods, so as to encourage them to reflect on their fixed impressions of these literature being labeled as
"classics", to discover different perspectives and see things in different light, and further to sharpen their abilities to raise
questions and to inspire their critical thinking and originality.
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This course is designed to help the students develop the following abilities:
1. To effectively read and interpret the relevant historical records, literary texts and other pre-modern textual materials.
2. To take advantage of the relevant research output and to get familiar with certain trends and frontiers in related

academic works.

3. To apply independent, critical and original ways of thinking in their paths to rediscover the rethink the literary "classics".
4. To break free from the disciplinary bias and adopt new approaches to look at the world.
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“Classics" and Canonization:
Topics on Medieval Chinese Literature

Introduction

Session 1: The Literary History We Know
¢ The "Certainty" in Literary History?
¢ "The Power of Literary History"
¢ Course Content & Assessments

Session 2: What are the "Classics"
¢ How are the "Classics" Decided
¢ How are the "Classics" Dictates Us
¢ Medieval Literature in Canonized Contexts

Topic I: "The Three Kingdoms™"

Session 3: “Red Cliff” & “Bronze Sparrow”
¢ "The Literary Red CIiff"
+  From History to Legend
¢ The Terrace and the Tile of the Bronze Sparrow

Session 4: Jian’an: The Other Side of the “Three Kingdoms”
¢ The "Verse of Seven Steps"
¢ "On the Three Good Men"
¢ Lament of a Widow

Session 5: History - Romance - Fanfic
¢ From the Record to the Romance
+ "Biography of Cao Man"
¢ "CP" of the Three Kingdoms

Topic Il: Tao Yuanming

Session 6: “Who is the Master, No One Knows”
+ "Five Willows" and "Five Dou of Grains"
¢ "Returning to Live in My Garden Field"
¢ The Lute, the Wine and the Chrysanthemum

Session 7: A Northern Song “Fanboy”
¢ The Posthumous Silence
¢ "Matching Tao"
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¢ The Birth of a "Canon"

Session 8: Beyond the “Field and Garden”
¢ "Rhapsody on Leisurely Feelings"
+ "Reading the Classics of Mountains and Oceans'
+ "More Records of Searching for Immortals”

Topic lll: "Li (Bai) and Du (Fu)"

Session 9: “Poetry Must be the High Tang”?
¢ The High Tang: An Era Defined by Poetry?
¢ What Have We Forgotten?

Session 10: Imagined Binary
+ Between the "Transcendent" and the "Saint"
¢ The Poetic World Beyond "Li & Du"

Session 11: Li Bai
¢ The Imitation Difficulties of Later Generations
o "
¢ Poetry and Performance

Session 12: Du Fu
¢ The Default Image of A "Wild Old Man"
¢ The Poetics That "Shocked His Contemporaries"
¢ When He "Forgot about the State Worries"?

Session 13: "Li & Du" in Foreign Cultures
¢ Rihaku: Pound's Li Bai
¢ "The Trembling Hairpin"
¢ Are "Classics" Translatable?

Topic IV: "Song of the Everlasting Sorrow"

Session 14: The Ever-changing Stories of the “Everlasting

Sorrow” (I)
¢ The Consort, the Eunuch and the Barbarian
¢ The Song and the Legend
¢ Mount Li - Mawei: Another Poetic Dimension

Session 15: The Ever-changing Stories of the “Everlasting

Sorrow” (Il)
¢ The Evolvement of the "Li—Yang" Story
¢ "The Prized Consort Drunk with Wine"
+ "Time Travel": Cultural Nostalgia?

Conclusions

Session 16: Summary, Q&A and Conclusive Remarks
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Chou, Shan. Reconsidering Tu Fu: Literary Greatness and Cultural Context. Cambridge: Cambridge University
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¢ Owen, Stephen. The Great Age of Chinese Poetry: The High T'ang. New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1981.
. . The Making of Early Chinese Classical Poetry. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 2006.
¢ Pound, Ezra. Cathay. London: Elkin Mathews, 1915.
o LB (plREcE) , bifg. Bl 2015 4.
o PEiEE, ZmeiE. (RRIMERZE) , Big. Big N EEHNGE, 1996 4.
¢ Tian, Xiaofei. Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of A Dusty Table. Seattle: University of]
Washington Press, 2005.
. . The Halberd at Red CIliff: Jian'an and the Three Kingdoms. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia
Center, 2018.
¢ Varsano, Paula M. Tracking the Banished Immortal: The Poetry of Li Bo and Its Critical Reception. Honolulu:
Niversity of Hawai'i Press, 2003.
¢ Weinberger, Eliot. Nineteen Ways of Looking at Wang Wei. New York: Moyer Bell Ltd., 1987.
¢ ——— ed. The New Directions Anthology of Classical Chinese Poetry. New York: New Directions Publishing
Co., 2003.
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At around the tenth week, the students are
expected to submit a writing assignment. It
requires the students to choose one from a
selection of open questions, and based on the
relevant reading materials, to work out their own
answers to these questions in the form of an
essay. This essay should be no less than 1000
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words, and should reflect the students' abilities to
engage in independent, critical and original
thinking. Academic ethics and reference rules
should be strictly followed.
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Upon the completion of the course, the students
are required to submit a book reading report of no
less than 1500 words by the designated deadline.
The students are expected to choose one from a
given selection of reading materials, and write g
report that reflects their experience, ideas and
thoughts during the reading process, as well as
their takeaways from the course content. The
report should also reflect the student's abilities to
raise questions, to deal with previous scholarship,
and to engage in independent, critical and original
thinking. Academic ethics and reference rules
should be strictly followed.
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EfE 8 #t REVIEW AND APPROVAL

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority
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