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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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1. BRELH Course Title
Cultural Values and Cultural Change: How Anthropologists Think
2. #L4 Bl Center for Social Sciences
Originating Department
3. REGS SS123
Course Code
4.  FEZS Credit Value 2
5. REF iWiRi%1ZEFE General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type
6. 2021-2022 “A4E55—2A4] (FkZF) 2021-2022 Fall Semester
Semester
e I IEXE English and Chinese
; BRES
" Teaching Language (FF: FERGCCRIR, G f#F: Please note, English is used as the mode of
instruction together with supplementary explanations in Chinese when necessary)
BREUM. @?E%,%\ KRR | yesg #5482+ CHEN Juan, Junior Fellow
CuRER SR, WIS T RH RS A SR SR 5% 22 25 Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts, SUSTech
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8.
Instructor(s), Affiliation& |e-mail: chenj@mail.sustech.edu.cn
Contact
(For team teaching, please list
all instructors)
SR RIBE. FIRER. KR F NA
9. AR
Tutor/TA(s), Contact
ERABERB(FT A IH)
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Delivery Method Lectures || Tutorials Lab/Practical | Other (Please specify) ||Total
g 32 32
Credit Hours
FERE. REEIER
12. Pre-requisites or  Other | L NA
Academic Requirements
JREERE. HEEIML
13. Courses for which this |7t NA
course is a pre-requisite
1o, REBRBEABENYR |4 a
Cross-listing Dept.
B RMEH ¥ H P SYLLABUS
15. ¥ H#% Course Objectives
Specifically, this course aims to help the students:
XTI T H A
¢ Understand Anthropology’s engagement with cultural values, value change, and related value concern
encountered in social life.
RN E AN SO B AR A LR AN (B A A2 AR 3 v (R B 2R
e Develop comprehensive understanding of the role of values, experience, and practice in shaping processes of
social transformation and cultural change.
BRAMEN . G PN S 2 R R R AN A AT s A A FE IR A £
e Master theoretical tools provided by the emerging anthropology of values for analyzing and understanding
social life in many societies in the contemporary world.
o g NAET T MBI BAG 25 0 BT AR 24 -t R AL 2 I N2V
16. FiiE 22 S R Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students are expected to

HEAURFER 2], R ATE LT H Ax:

Understand how cultural values shape societies’ understandings of moralities and ethics.
YR SCA B G e S AR AT A o

Comprehend how cultural values are lined and interrelated with social, political, and historical aspects of ethics
and moralities.
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Apply theoretical concepts to specific domains, situations, or contexts of social life.
FoHEIRM S E S TS EE WA RS,

Be able to discuss issues concerning cultural values, value change and selfhood, their expression in social life,
so that students can better comprehend how cultural values are formed and contested in situations of social and

cultural change in a globalizing world.

REBS RIS G T SCMME . SCASE . AR At 2 A AP I BRI S5 W08 AT AT LS e S 2R 82 A7 (B 0

FRITE AR ST AT R A BR AL HERE T 7 AR B S ORI 5%
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EX1 YN

Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 3:

ARIERII6FTER, BE2%EN

Week 1: Introduction to the Anthropology of Values (2-credit hours)

Self-introduction

What is Anthropology?

What is the Anthropology of Values?

Course introduction: the syllabus

Requirements for individual presentations and term papers

: MAMERARE

AR
fraR A
fHARMMEMALS:
WA ERN
AN S E R

Three Ways of Talking about Value (2-credit hours)

“Values” in the sociological sense
“Value” in the economic sense
“Value” in the linguistic sense

WESHMMEMR K E X

&R EME S IMEN
S L EMNE
B B R ES frER

Values and Value-Orientations: (2-credit hours)

Definition of value for the theory of action

Operations for the study of values

Value-orientations

Toward a classification of value and value-orientations
Differentiation from related concepts

: PHEMSHHE I
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o UMERUAMN B I A 32
o SUMER M E AR SHEE 11X 3

Week 4: The Clash of Value Spheres (2-credit hours)

The clash of value-orientations

The clash of value spheres

Value conflict and Weber’s diagnosis of modernity
Moral choice in the modern world

FIE: P ERSR R

o UMERLHA R

o IMESUEI AR

o WMEMREFHASBNER 3 Hr
o HUCHZHIEMEILR

Week 5: On Ideas, Their Origin, Composition, Connection, Abstraction (2-credit hours)

On the origins of our ideas

Division of the subject

On the ideas of the memory and imagination
Of the connection or association of ideas
On relations and abstract ideas

“Obijectivity” in social science

%ﬁ}%: Aﬂﬂaoﬁﬁ{]ﬁ%\ #‘]ﬁjz\ H;é/%\ ?EH%

o AAITEARRREIR

o EfREIEIL

o KRTIEKMBEZRKIMS
o JEAEMIR AR BB

o KRTRAMMZEE
o HhaBIEERF AL

Week 6: Exemplarity, Morality, and Values (2-credit hours)

On exemplarity and values

Values and exemplary persons among the Urapmin
Exemplarity and ritual

Ethnographies of exemplarity and values

SEANR: BiRE. EEMER

o JEBIAIHHE M

o UMERUAI R R RIEE AW
o BEEAIK

o TEBIAIGIME UL A RO MR 3

Week 7: Rituals and Values (2-credit hours)

e  The virtuality of ritual: A Sinhala Buddhist example

e Some implications of approaching ritual as virtuality

e Ethnographies about rituals and values
Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture
Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight

BELE: SERHHER

o ACGRHG R — MG P Bk Hr Bl
o AFUBRIMEN—LLE R
o RGN EIL )RR E:
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Week 8:

EVANCE

Week 9:

J5 B A E 1A ST R 2 iR
BRAMRGE: B

Value Transformation (2-credit hours)

Food transmission and spatiotemporal transformations
Qualisigns of value

Exchange and the value template

The subversion of value

WE S ERFEAL

BRI 2 e 4t
MBS
AR

P e s

Value Judgements (2-credit hours)

Individual and collective representations
The determination of moral facts

The subjective representation of morality
Value judgements and judgements of reality

: YHEMLANT

AR R 3
BB SR e Tk
TE R R
AR T AT EIL I 4

Week 10: The Concepts of Liberty and Autonomy (2-credit hours)

The pursuit of the ideal

The notion of negative freedom

The notion of positive freedom

Self-realization

The search for status

The ‘question of freedom’ in Anthropology

Moral incapacity

The ethnography: Politics of Piety: the Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject.

The ethnography: Being Good in Ramadan: Ambivalence, Fragmentation, and the Moral Self in the Lives of|
Young Egyptians.

: BEMBBHSTS

HARRIER

T E S
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RBEM Y 7 AT R FER NIRRT RF GO, 3R EE R

Week 11: Reassembling Subjects (2-credit hours)

Exemplars and rules

The multiple individual

Multiplicity and count as one

Complex subjects and relational subjects
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¢ A Mongolian example of a decision-event
e Ethnography: Pollution and Intimacy in a Transcendent Ethics of Care: A Case of Aged-care in India.

BHt—H: EHERE

o JHBIATHLIL

o MARZHEE

o ZHMESH

o RIRTEMARAES

o FNREEHIMFII T

o RIREMUL: BBSCIMERL K75 Y 5o 5  EN L Z 4 B — A S 4

Week 12: Value Hierarchy (2-credit hours)

Individualism and holism

Necessity of hierarchy

Encompassment and reversals

Contexts and levels

Hierarchical opposition and the comparability of societies
The legacy of Dumont: hierarchical opposition summed up

FHHZA: MERERF

o AAEUFHABEL
o HEFRBE

o S

. HEWRESEK

o R AT S L

o ELERME HER L 2

Week 13: The Ethnography of Values and Hierarchy Il (2-credit hours)

e The ethnography of the French veil debate

e The ethnography: There’s No Rules: It's Hackathon: Negotiating Commitment in a Context of Volatile Sociality.

e The ethnography: Ambivalent Commitments: Troubles of Morality, Religiosity and Aspiration among Young
Egyptians.

FH=H: O ERHER R RS R

o FEHEIEY SIS
o MR BUAMINGXR R SR AEARRE AL S BT N Ui K
o RRE: FIERKE: RAFRNFEE., FEUEMAE R L5

Week 14: Between Reproduction and Freedom: Morality, Value, and Radical Cultural Change (2-credit hours)

Value, choice, and morality

Value conflict, cultural change, and the morality of freedom

Dumont and cultural change in the contemporary global order: Hierarchy, holism and individualism

Morality, values and change among two ethnographies

The ethnography: From feasting to accumulation: modes of value realisation and radical cultural change in
southern Ethiopia.

The ethnography: Becoming sinners: Christianity and moral torment in a Papua New Guinea society.

e The ethnography: Demotion as Value: Rank Infraction among Ngadha.

FHUE: EEREEHZN: EE. MEREXET

o IMEM. HEPEAEE

o HHMEMIMR. XHERITHIEEAH

o MEGAMEIMF T HISCUAT: MEWAF . BEELSMAEX

o PIMPREEPHEEE. MMERMAELL

o R MR LR 2R T M R S R i SR O O SO A AR
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Week 15: Monism, Pluralism and the Structure of Value Relations (2-credit hours)

Value monism and value pluralism
Dumont on the nature of value relations
Monism and pluralism: Four cases
Case one: Monism

Case two: Monism with stable levels
Case three: (Relatively) stable pluralism
Case four: Unsettled pluralism

FrHLAE: —mEX ZREXENERRRLEH

o MME—SMEZITE

o HEBHMEM KRR

o MEM IR HHHMEWZ T R B
b ZHl—: —mw

o EUIT: REEHM—ITie

o EHI=: (HXNEEMNZ T

o UMY RMHRAZITE X

Week 16: Individual Presentation and Group Discussion (2-credit hours)

e Pick one reading from the weeks above and show how the theory can be used to explain your experience of
cultural values and value hierarchy in life.

£ WAYE PRGNSRk

o REEXITURRMRIGUCER, FIAnT AT WRLEEE IS, X SR o AR RE T IR [, e A B AV S I B B A A
TEAIAAE AT, AT DLYRRARR B AT I, 8 SO ST AN A BRAGHE RS H 7 A2 B0 S RN o R A8

H R ESE%H Textbook and Supplementary Readings

The course instructor will provide supplementary readings before each lecture.

Week1
No readings for week 1.
Week 2

Graeber, D. (2001). Toward an Anthropological Theory of Value: The False Coin of Our Own Dreams. New York,
Palgrave. (Chapters 1)

Week 3

Kluckhohn, C. (1962[1951]). Values and Value-Orientations in the Theory of Action: An Exploration in Definition and
Classification. Toward a General Theory of Action: Theoretical Foundations for the Social Sciences. T. Parsons and E. A.
Shils. New York, Harper and Row: 388-433.

Week 4

Brubaker, R. (1984). The Limits of Rationality: An Essay on the Social and Moral Thought of Max Weber. London,
Routledge. (Whole book is good, and short. For purposes of lecture, Chapter 3 is crucial — Pp. 61-90)

Week 5

Hume, D. (2000). A Treatise of Human Nature. Oxford, Oxford University Press. (Book Ill, Part 1, Section 1, Pp. 293-302)
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Weber, M. (1949). The Methodology of the Social Sciences. New York, The Free Press. (Chapter 2, Pp. 50-112)
Week 6

Robbins, J. (2015). “Ritual, Value, and Example: On the Perfection of Cultural of Cultural Representations.” Journal of
the Royal Anthropological Institute 21 (S1): 18-29.

Week 7

Kapferer, B. (2006). Virtuality. In Theorizing Rituals: Classical Topics, Theoretical Approaches, Analytical Concepts. J.
Kreinath, J. Snoek, and M. Stausberg, eds. Pp. 671-684. Leiden: Birill.

Geertz, C. (1973) The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books. (Chapter 15 — 412-454)
Week 8

Munn, N. M. (1986). The Fame of Gawa: A Symbolic Study of Value Transformation in a Massim (Papua New Guinea)
Society. New York, Cambridge University Press. (This classic ethnography is the most important reading for this lecture
and is well worth trying to read in its entirety.)

Week 9

Durkheim, E. (1915). The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. New York, The Free Press. Chapter: Conclusion, Pp.
418-448).

Durkheim, E. (1974). Sociology and Philosophy. New York, Free Press. (Chapters: 2, 4 — Pp. 35- 62, 80-97)
Week 10

Berlin, I. (1998). The Proper Study of Mankind: An Anthology of Essays. New York, Farrar, Strauss and Giroux. (Chapter:
“Two Concepts of Liberty” — Pp. 191-242)

Mahmood, Saba (2005). Politics of Piety: the Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Schielke, S. (2009). "Being Good in Ramadan: Ambivalence, Fragmentation, and the Moral Self in the Lives of Young
Egyptians." Journal of the Royal Anthroplogical Institute Supplement: S24-S40.

Week 11

Humphrey, C. (1997) Exemplars and Rules: Aspects of the Discourse of Moralities in Mongolia. In The Ethnography of
Moralities (ed.) S. Howell. London: Routledge.

Meher, Mythily, Susanna Trnka, and Christine Dureau (2018). Pollution and Intimacy in a Transcendent Ethics of Care:
A Case of Aged-care in India. Ethnos 83(4):744-761.

Week 12

Dumont, L. (1980). Homo Hierarchicus: The Caste System and its Implications. Chicago, University of Chicago Press.
(Worth reading the whole book, but for lectures core chapters are Introduction, Chapter 11, Postface — Pp. 1-20,
217-238, 239-247)

Week 13
lteanu, A. (2013). "The Two Conceptions of Value." Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory 3(1): 155-171.

Jones, G., Semal, B., Le, A. (2015). “There’s No Rules: It's Hackathon.”: Negotiating Commitment in a Context of Volatile
Sociality. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 25(3): 322-345.

Schielke, S. (2009). "Ambivalent Commitments: Troubles of Morality, Religiosity and Aspiration among Young
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Week 14

293-314.

Week 15

Week 16

No readings for week 16

Egyptians." Journal of Religion in Africa 39: 158-185.

Robbins, J. (2007). "Between Reproduction and Freedom: Morality, Value, and Radical Cultural Change." Ethnos 72(3):

Robbins, J. (2004) Becoming Sinners: Christianity and Moral Torment in a Papua New Guinea Society. Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Robbins, J. (2013). "Monism, Pluralism and the Structure of Value Relations: A Dumontian Contribution to the
Contemporary Study of Value." Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory 3(1): 99-115.
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score

H &) Attendance 20% MEE 4 I aa 8, ToishE 3 Ik
Ll AANE TS Those who miss more
than three classes since the fourth
week will fail

WRERHR 10% B L NN S e SR Sen)

Class IR AR I Participation in

Performance class discussion

/ANIU%: Quiz | [

WREMAE

Projects

“FrFENE 10% A 7R Anindividual presentation

Assignments that will serve as a start of the
discussion sessions

B

Mid-Term Test

BIRER

Final Exam

BRRE 60% YRR B RAE— 8 Y Bl N B

Final . H 5 2208 3 Term paper

Presentation

HE (IMREFE

5 A BV

A) Others (The

above may be

modified as

necessary)

iE43 75 X GRADING SYSTEM

MA. +Z=%&%Z%H Letter Grading
OB. Z&Kid#H (GEE/AERE) Pass/Fail Grading




Ve DN
/ A\
(& A3 WHILA
&. W ¥ / SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
I’

24

2 #t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
21. FERRECLT T RENERSHIGET

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority

10
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