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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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Sex, Sexuality, and Gender Studies is an interdisciplinary area that analyzes gender issues and related topics in
connection with other structures of power. This course provides intersectional, interdisciplinary and transnational
perspectives, addressing the tenacity of gendered power relations and gender inequalities in different cultures and
societies. Each individual plays a gender role and each gender has its own gender trait and faces different problems in
different societies, which represents different ideologies, as well as the history, society and culture that shape these
ideologies. Understanding social gender is a way and method to understand the individual herself/himself, the social
environment and the cultural context in which the individual is located, and to understand the others.

This course is divided into three parts. The first part is theories and thoughts of gender studies, which starts from sorting
out the historical development and practical movement of feminism, introduces the feminist theories of different stages
and different schools, and explains the key concepts in the field of gender. The second part is social and cultural
criticism, focusing on gender issues in contemporary society. Using specific cases, this part selects three major social
issues to analyze, which are marriage and fertility, social justice, and labor issues. The third part is Special Topics in
Gender Studies, which selects five frontier topics to explore: gender and race, gender and media, gender and sound,
gender and STS, and gender and environment. In addition to teaching specific theories and research methods in the field
of gender, this course provides a way to understand the ideologies, power structure and social patterns that shape our
world.
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Upon successful completion, this course aims to enable students:

To apply a range of theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of gender
To understand key debates within gender and feminism

To examine changing representations of gender in different cultural contexts

To explore the intersections of gender, power, race, and class

To think critically about gender issues both in history and in contemporary world
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1 Introduction: What is Gender Studies?
Background, history and development of Gender Studies
Arrangements, values and objectives of the course
Requirements of the course

Partl Theories and Thoughts

Week 2 Feminist Thoughts and Actions
The history of feminist thoughts in different stages and their theories
The history of feminist social movements

Week 3 Sex in Chinese Culture and Western Culture
Introduction to sex studies
Sexual culture in ancient China and in contemporary Chinese society
Sex in western culture

Week 4 Male, Female and Others
Masculinity and femininity
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Others in social gender
Gender, body, and identity

Week 5 Queer Theory
The interpretation of queer theory
Different approaches to the study of gender
Cultural diversity and multiculturalism

Week 6 Postfeminism, Neoliberalism and Individualization
Interpreting the theory and thought of postfeminism
Providing an overview of different theoretical perspectives on individualization and neoliberalism
Exploring how these post-modern trends intersect with femininities

Partll Social and Cultural Criticism

Week 7 Gender Issues in Contemporary World
Unpacking gender issues in contemporary world transnationally
Discussing contemporary debates about gender issues in different societies
Deconstructing patriarchy

Week 8 Marriage, Family and Fertility
Gender issues in love relationship and marriage
The changing concepts of family and the changing roles of male and female within a family
Reproductive freedom as women'’s right

Week 9 Gender, Power, and Social Justice
Security issues from gender perspectives
Violence, masculinities and power
Power-related and gender-based violence and protections

Week 10 Gender-Related Labour Issues
Gender inequalities in working places
Redress, repair and reparation for gendered harm

Part lll Special Topics in Gender Studies

Week 11 Gender, Race, and Class
Focusing on the intersections of gender, race and class
Analyzing social hierarchies including gender, race and class
Cultural hegemony and its manifestation in social inequalities

Week 12 Gender, Culture and Media
The sexualisation of contemporary culture
Analyzing gender in media texts
Gender representation in social media and its gender metaphor

Week 13 Gender and Sound

Does sound have gender?

How do identity categories like gender and race form our experiences of music, and how does music shape our
experiences of identity?

How do sound and sound technology relate to the operations of power, pleasure, violence, and desire?

Week 14 Gender and STS
Gendered science and gendered technology
Feminist Science and Technology Studies
Technological revolution in home and its gender metaphor

Week 15 Gender and Environment
“The Death of Nature” and ecofeminism
Economic globalization, the environment and gender
Regional and transnational expressions of ecofeminism and responses to globalization

Week 16 Conclusion and Discussion: Women’s Power, Empowerment and Leadership
Understanding women’s power, empowerment and leadership
Summary and extension
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before each session of the lectures
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&) Attendance 10% FeHBRE 5 K LA N RiE s Those
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority
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