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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.

1.  {EELZFK Course Title AV SH 18 Introduction to East Asian Theater
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Course Code
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This course aims to help the students understand the traditional, modern and contemporary theatrical genres in China,
Japan and Korea, as well as their histories and features. Students will learn about the historical, social and cultural
background reflected through the production, performance and reception of theatrical works. Taking approaches from
theater studies, culture studies and anthropology, students will discuss distinct characteristics of each genre under
specific contexts, and will be able to understand and interpret East Asian theater from an interdisciplinary angle.
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Upon successful completion, students will be able to:

1. To apprehend basic histories and features of different East Asian theatrical genres;

2. To understand how did historical and social environment influence the production and reception of theater;
3. To master the skill of performance analysis.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1 Introduction
Purposes and goals of this course
Video analysis and assignments
Week 2 The sacred mask: religion and theater
Japanese Shinto and Chosen Shamanism
History and features of Noh
History and features of Korean Talchum
Week 3 Heroes in theater: history and theatrical inflation (1)
History and features of kabuki
Japan in shogunate
Warriors in kabuki: Yoshitsune and Kanjincho
Week 4 Heroes in theater: history and theatrical inflation (2)
History and features of jingju
Oil painting and symbolism
The Three Kingdom in jingju: Longfeng Chengxiang
Week 5 The alternative body: puppetry
History and features of bunraku
History and features of piying
The body and disembodiment of puppeteers
Week 6 The flipped gender (1)
Onnagata in kabuki
Takarazuka and girls’ culture
Studio Life and tanbi culture

Week 7 The flipped gender (2)

Male dan in jingju
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Overseas performance of Mei Lanfang
The decline of male dan in PRC
Week 8 Theater as a popular entertainment
Premodern popular entertainment
Edo Japan and mid- to late-Qing China
Close relation between actors and audiences
Week 9 East VS. West: influences from Western realistic theater
Modernization and the impact of Western thoughts
Realistic theater and its development in East Asia
Week 10 Politics and theater
Theater as propaganda: huaju and shingeki during war times
Postwar Japanese little theater
Yangbanxi
Week 11 Theater and business
Production of musicals in contemporary Korea
Theater in a mediatized society
Commercial and artistic: the dilemma of theater practitioners
Week 12 Sound in theater
The role of music in theater
Silence in performance
The interpretation of sound
Week 13 Theater in media mix
Theater as a sector of media mix
2.5-dimensional theater
Theater in TV and film productions
Week 14 Audience and actor
Audience participation throughout the history of East Asian theater
Post-dramatic theater that breaks the fourth wall
Immersive theater and environmental theater
Week 15 The audience of contemporary kunqu

The development of audience-actor relationship in kunqu
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The survival situation of kunqu in contemporary China
Features of audiences of contemporary kunqu
Week 16 Theatrical interaction in East Asia

China in Noh

Japanese and Korean popular musicals performed in China

Intercultural theater: Banto Tamasaburo and The Peony Pavilion

H R ESE %R Textbook and Supplementary Readings
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readings before each session of the lectures
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necessary)
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




