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As a core component of cultural heritage, material remains are an important medium for us to study the past cultures. It
is a mirror of ancient society, reflecting information on the handicraft, subsistence, belief, technology, trade, and other
aspects of the past. Material remains also shed light on the relationship among objects and peoples. This course follows
a chronological order to discuss representative cultural relics and explore their cultural landscape. Different from the
text-centered traditional historiography, this course presents a vivid history of Chinese material culture. Students will
develop a preliminary understanding of the basic development of ancient China, and enhance their perception and
recognition of China’s material past. In addition, we will also reflect on the dynamics of social development, and the
relationship between objects, technology and society.
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1. Obtain basic knowledge of the definition and classification of material remains, get basic knowledge about research
methods.

2. Familiar with the basic characteristics of typical cultural relics in various periods in ancient China, understand the
social conditions and landscape behind the typical material remains.

3. Get knowledge about technology, art of ancient society.

4. have a preliminary understanding of the basic development process of ancient Chinese material culture, and enhance
their perception and recognition of China’s material past.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Lecture 1: Introduction: Why study material remains?

¢ Course introduction
€ Student: Self-introduction
€ What is material remains

Lecture 2: Object Studies

History

Method

The relationship between material remains and other subjects
Material remains classification

LR X X4

Lecture 3: Materials, Material Culture And Materiality
¢ Network Analysis
€ Entanglement
¢ Materiality

Lecture 4: Paleolithic and ancient humans

€ The evolution of Paleolithic technology
@ Paleolithic research methods

4 Ancient humans

Lecture 5: Transitional Phase

Polished stone tools
The origin of pottery
The origin of agriculture
The origin of settlement
Neolithization
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Lecture 6: Pre-Yangshao Era

¢ Potteries
€ Jades
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& Dwelling and burial

Lecture 7: Yangshao Era

4 Painted potteries
¢ Jades
€ Dwelling and burial

Lecture 8: Longshan era

Potteries

Jades

Bronzes

Dwelling and burial
City

I X X X X 4

Lecture 9: Bronze Age

¢ Know bronzes
¢ Bronzes production

¢ Other aspects

Lecture 10: Qin and Han Dynasty

€ Ceramics
4 lronwares

4 Mortuary Practice

Lecture 11: Wei And Jin Dynasty

4 Porcelains
€ Bronze mirrors
¢ Buddhist relics

Lecture 12: Sui and Tang Dynasty

& Porcelains
4 Mortuary Practice
@ Cultural exchange

Lecture 13: Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasty

& Porcelains
¢ Cities
€ Mortuary Practice

Lecture 14: Material remains and contemporary society

€ The value of material remains
€ Management of cultural heritage
€ The relationship between material remains and us

Lecture 15: Student Presentations

Lecture 16: Student Presentations

B R B 5 %% 5 Textbook and Supplementary Readings
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RS R (20 ARG SR WA, U ARAL, 2002 4.

LA

Steven L. Kuhn,2020. The Evolution of Paleolithic Technologies. Routledge.
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Klein, R.G., 2009. The Human Career (Third Edition). The University of Chicago Press.
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score

H & Attendance 10% Full attendance is expected. Record
is only used to make sure that
student could attend the course
when possible to avoid course
failure.

RERIN 10% Class performance is assessed

Class based on studen’s engagement with

Performance class content via listening and
discussion.

JNIU B 10% Quiz is adopted to test students’

Quiz efforts in reading and discussion

HET E Projects | | |

PRk

Assignments

Hep 2R 20% It is a short essay on a specific topic

Mid-Term Test

BIARER

Final Exam

AR 50% The final presentation is a research

Final report. Student should focus on a

Presentation specific and workable question that
they choose to pursue in details.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority
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