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R RMRH ¥ H P SYLLABUS
#% H#% Course Objectives

Specifically, this course aims to:

¢ Introduce students to a new way of thinking about modern life centered on the idea and experience of time

e  Familiarize students with the broad lines of development in Western history from the mid-18" through the mid-
20" centuries

Pk %I R Learning Outcomes

After studying this course, students should be able to:

e Develop a deeper, richer understanding of one of the crucial facets of modern life time, namely its experience
and conception of time (qua historical understanding, horizons of expectation, and lived experience)

e Have a broad familiarity with the lines of development in Western history from the mid-18™ through the mid-20®
centuries

e  Effectively communicate complex ideas in written and oral English

BRENBRHERN (WMRRES UISONE, WRENANATARZE; WERSEEEREE, #%HHAER
EX1 )

Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week 1: Course introduction — will discuss syllabus and course expectations (no reading)

Week 2: An Enlightening Age — will discuss the new conceptions of historical time and civilizational progress that
emerged in the Enlightenment (reading: Condorcet, Outline of a Historical View of the Progress of Mankind, tenth age)

Week 3: Revolution and Regeneration — will discuss the conceptions of revolution and the visions of human
regeneration that emerged in the course of the French Revolution (reading: Robespierre, “On the Principles of
Revolutionary Government”)

Week 4: Romanticism and the Past — will discuss the new ideas of historical development and the new visions of the
past that emerged in the cultural and intellectual movement of romanticism (reading: Novalis, “Christianity or Europe?”)

Week 5: Capitalist Temporalities— will discuss the new rhythms of work and new regimes of time discipline that

2



N T

18.

‘/ SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

emerged in the course of early industrialization (reading: Marx, Capital selections on labor time and the working day)

Week 6: The Nation and its History — will discuss 19" century nationalism and the idea of the nation as deeply rooted
ethno-cultural identity and the focal point of human striving for emancipation (reading: Mazzini, “Duties to Country”)

Week 7: Evolution and the Past of the Species — will discuss the emergence of scientific theories of evolution over|
the second half of the 19" century and the way they spoke to contemporary political and social concerns (reading:
Herbert Spencer, “The Comparative Psychology of Man”)

Week 8: Fin-de-Siécle Visions and Anxieties — will discuss prevalent anxieties that revolved around ideas of time at
the end of the 19™ century, in particular as a response to the crises of economic and political liberalism (reading: Max
Nordau, “Degeneration” selections)

Week 9: The Acceleration of Life — will discuss the general acceleration of life as a result of technological advances
and urbanization as well as the uneven development of a standardized global regime of time (reading: F. T. Marinetti,
“The Founding and Manifesto of Futurism”)

Week 10: The Great War and the New Man — will discuss the impact of the first total war on conceptions of human and
civilizational development and the birth of the idea of the “new man” from the experience of the war (reading: Ernst
Jiinger, The Worker, selections)

Week 11: Work and Time — will discuss the impact of scientific management and industrial development (Taylorism
and Fordism) on the time of work and the impact of business cycles on the rhythm of everyday life. (no reading: in class

movie, “Modern Times”)

Week 12: Fascism and Time — will discuss the fascist conception of the new person and fascism’s relation to the past
and modernity (reading: Gentile/Mussolini, “Foundations and Doctrine of Fascism”)

Week 13: Nazism — will discuss the visions of history and the future in National Socialism (reading: TBD)

Week 14: Working Through the Past — will discuss new conceptions of historical trauma and working through the past|
(Vergangenheitsbewaltigung) that emerged in aftermath of WWII (reading: Alexander Mitscherlich, The Inability to
Mourn, selections)

Week 15: Cold War Futures — will discuss the conceptions of the future that emerged in the shadow of the new
geopolitical standoff and the technological threats of the Cold War (reading: TBD)

Week 16: Decolonization and the Historical Horizon of Human Rights (reading: TBD)

H R ESE%E Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Condorcet, Outline of a Historical View of the Progress of Mankind
Robespierre, “On the Principles of Revolutionary Government”
Novalis, “Christianity or Europe?”

Marx, Capital selections on labor time and the working day
Mazzini, “Duties to Country”

Herbert Spencer, “The Comparative Psychology of Man”

Max Nordau, “Degeneration” selections

F. T. Marinetti, “The Founding and Manifesto of Futurism”
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Ernst Junger, The Worker, selections

Gentile/Mussolini, “Foundations and Doctrine of Fascism”

Alexander Mitscherlich, The Inability to Mourn, selections

AR ASSESSMENT

WA PRAG ] SERERS A BT
Type of Time % of final Penalty
Assessment score

#i

Notes

Hi&j) Attendance | || 10 ||

More than 4 absences, fail course

WERI 15
Class
Performance

Contributions to discussion and
general engagement

NI
Quiz

PREN B Projects ||

Sl 40

Assignments

Four 300-500 word response papers
on weekly readings

B iR
Mid-Term Test

WARER

Final Exam

BRRE 35
Final
Presentation

Final Essay of 2000-2500 words on
assigned topic

HE (TREFE
85 LA s T
)

Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)

1437770 GRADING SYSTEM

M A +=%%%% Letter Grading
O B. =i a# GBI/AEE) Pass/Fail Grading

2%t REVIEW AND APPROVAL

ARERECLTUTRENRRSH AT

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




