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Archaeology is a discipline that examines human, environment, and material remains to reconstruct past cultures and
societies. The course introduces student to fundamental archaeological theories and, methodologies. Students will
explore the divers relationships between archaeology and other related disciplines. We will discuss the early history and
background of archaeology; excavation methods, data analysis, and interpretative models. In the end of the course,
students will analyze case studies in the global context to consider why civilization collapsed and how complex societies
regenerated. Students enrolled in this course will become proficient in identifying questions and forming arguments in
human evolution, archaeological data analysis, theories, civilization collapse and sustainability. In addition, the course
helps students to build a solid ground in understanding archaeology as a strong methodological tool to interpret social
changes, historical events, and the diversity of past human behavior. The theoretical tool provided by archaeology also
contributes to our understanding of the world we live in today.
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1. The course introduces students to fundamental archaeological theories and methodologies; explores its broad
connections with related disciplines.

2. Students enrolled in this course will trained to identify problems and form arguments, and explore case studies in
human evolution, archaeological data analysis, theories, civilization collapse and sustainability.

3. Students will learn to explain the site formation processes.

4. Students will able to define basic archaeological concepts such as sampling, absolute dating, relative dating, low-
level theory, middle-level theory, high-level theory, long-term change, and cultural resource management.

5. Students will learn to articulate reasons why it is important to study the past, and the ethics of preserving, managing,
interpreting, and studying archaeological sites.
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this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Lecture 1: Introduction: What is Archaeology?

Course introduction

Student: Self-introduction

Public's misunderstanding of archaeology
What the actual archeology looks like

L R X X4

Lecture 2: History of European and American Archaeology
Rudimental stage (Early Modern-1840)

The formation and development of archaeology (1840-1914)
Cultural-historical archaeology (1914-1960)

The “New” Archaeology(1960-1980)

Post-processual archaeology(1980-1990)

New era of archaeological theory (1990-present)
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Lecture 3: History of Chinese Archaeology

Traditional epigraphy

The introduction of modern archaeology (1895-1928)

The birth and preliminary development of Chinese archaeology (1928-1949)
The new era of Chinese archaeology (1949-present)
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Lecture 4: What is Left?

€ Formation process
¢ whatis left?

Lecture 5: Where?

¢ Survey
€ Excavation
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Lecture 6: When?

€ Relative dating
€ Absolute dating

Lecture 7: What Was the Environment and What did They Eat?

Geoarchaeology and landscape
Plant

Animal

Diet

LR R X4

Lecture 8: How were Artifacts Made, Used, and Distributed?

¢ Technology
¢ Trade, and exchange
€ Things biography and entanglement theory

Lecture 9: How were Societies Organized?

€ Methods of social analysis
€ The archaeology of the individual of identity

Lecture 10: What did They Think?

¢ Cognitive archaeology
4 Symbolism

Lecture 11: The Origins of Agriculture and Civilization

@ The origins of agriculture
€ The origins of civilization

Lecture 12: Why did Things Change?

€ Migrationist and diffusionist
@ Processual approach

¢ Postprocessual approach
€ Cognitive archaeology

¢ Agency

Lecture 13: Collapse and Sustainability

¢ Collapse
4 Sustainability

Lecture 14: Future of the Past

€ Who owns the past?
€ Managing our heritage

Lecture 15: Student Presentations

Lecture 16: Student Presentations
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Colin Renfrew and Paul Bahn 2019 Archaeology: Theories, Methods, and Practice (Eighth Edition). London & New
York:Thames & Hudson.
Bruce G. Trigger, 1996. A History of Archaeological Thought. Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University press.
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score

H & Attendance 10% Full attendance is expected. Record
is only used to make sure that
student could attend the course
when possible to avoid course
failure.

RERIN 10% Class performance is assessed

Class based on student’s engagement

Performance with class content via listening and
discussion.

JNIU B 10% Quiz is adopted to test students’

Quiz efforts in reading and discussion
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Assignments

Hep 2R 20% Itis a short essay on a specific

Mid-Term Test topic
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Final Exam

ARG 50% The final presentation is a research

Final report. Student should focus on a

Presentation specific and workable question that
they choose to pursue in details.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority
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