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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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This course aims to introduce the spatiotemporal distribution of prehistoric jades within east Asia, and the transition and
transmission of associated jade crafting technology. East Asian Neolithic jades are linked with the deep tradition
originated since the Eurasian Upper Palaeolithic personal ornaments made of bones and antlers. Furthermore, East
Asian jades are compared with Mesoamerican jades, towards a broader horizon, within which students could
understand the characteristics of the formation and development of East Asian jade using cultures.
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Upon successful completion, students will be able to:

1. Have a fundamental knowledge of prehistoric jades and the associated crafting technologies;

2. Understand the transition of jade crafting technology within the sociocultural contexts of ancient civilization;
3. Be aware of jade using cultures in different regions around the world;

4. Acquire a basic knowledge of the social science methodologies that are used to study ancient jades;

5. Be aware of the new directions in the study of jade crafting technology.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1 Introduction
Objectives and requirements of the course
Mineralogical and cultural definition of jade
Jade and Chinese culture
Ancient jade using cultures around the world

Week 2 The study of jade crafting technology
The traditional methodologies of jade study
The study of jade crafting technology: objectives and methodologies
The application of the methodologies originated from the study of lithic technology

Week 3 The Paleolithic Age
The emergence of personal ornaments
Eurasian Upper Paleolithic personal ornaments
The earliest use of nephrite jades

Week 4 The origin of jades in Neolithic time
Xiaonanshan: earliest jades known in China
Xinglongwa: stable assemblage which influenced later jade using cultures
Majiabang, Hemudu

Week 5 Jades flourished in Neolithic China
The Hongshan culture
The Liangzhu culture
The Lingjiatan culture

Week 6 Long-distance exchange within Neolithic Northeast Asia
The exchange of jade raw materials, crafting technologies, and symbolic ideololgies
Russian Siberia and Far East, Northeast China, Japan

Week 7 Ritual jades and central power

The transition of jade typologies associated with the development of technology

Jades incorporated into the new established system by shifting its main use from psychic item connecting livings
beings with supernatural power to mundane ritual vessels

Yazhang and the influence of the Erlitou culture

Week 8 Jades and Virtue after Confucius
Jade after Xia, Shang and Zhou
The transition of color orientation from green to white
Jades from the Shizishan royal tomb of Chu state, Han dynasty

Week 9 Chaine Operatoire
Chaine Operatoire: concept and methodology
Behavioral archaeology

Week 10 Sawing jades
Blade sawing
String sawing

Week 11 Drilling Jades
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Stone bearings and rotary machine
Carving in circles through jades
Different drilling systems and associated jade assemblages

Week 12 Pecking and polishing jades
Pecking
Polishing
Abrasives

Week 13 Carving jades
“Micro-incising”
low relief
Hollow out

Week 14 Ancient jade workshops: case studies
Fangjiazhou, lower reach of the Yangtze River
Pak Mong, Pearl River Delta

Week 15 Technological organization
Specialized production
Household craftsmanship
Elite control

Week 16 The comparison of technology
Mesoamerican jade crafting technology

Technological choice

The comparison of jade crafting technology between East Asia and Mesoamerica
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score

Hi & Attendance 10% TEHERE 5 IR M LA E A
Students with unexcused absence
of more than 5 times fail.
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Performance Participation in discussion and in-
class exercises
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Final Exam
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Presentation Students are expected to write a
paper focusing on a specific topic.




/

/ 2\
WT L
& X*A\’// SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

He (TIRERE
EYE U EiFE
J73) Others
(The above may
be modified as
necessary)

20. 1£43 773 GRADING SYSTEM

MA. +=2%2%# Letter Grading
OB. ZidsHl GRIZ/AEE) Pass/Fail Grading

2 #it REVIEW AND APPROVAL
21. FERZECLT U T RENERSHIGET

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




