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Originating Department
3. RS SS104
Course Code
4.  REZS Credit Value 2
5. RS BRI EIEFE General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type
RRFH .
6. # 7 Spring
Semester
BBRES o . .
7. FhPEXLE English&Chinese
Teaching Language
BRRBN. TR¥R. BRRH
X (BRI ARR, FHIHAK
AbAZBREUT D AR WEN Yadi
8 Instructor(s), Affiliation& | FI /7 BHER 22 N SCHES L2525 %2> Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts,SUSTech
Contact e-mail: wenyd@mail.sustech.edu.cn
(For team teaching, please list
all instructors)
ERAIBIE. FTB%¥R. BKA F NA
9. A
Tutor/TA(s), Contact
BEUR A SR AR (FT A4
10.  Maximum Enrolment
(Optional)



mailto:wenyd@mail.sustech.edu.cn

1.

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

BHEFR B B R || ERE HE(FAAER) JSEain)
Delivery Method Lectures | Tutorials Lab/Practical ||Other (Please specify) | Total

E S0 32 32

Credit Hours

SBRE. REZEIER
Pre-requisites or  Other | &L NA
Academic Requirements

JEEERE. REEIHMN
Courses for which this | £ NA
course is a pre-requisite

HEERBEARROEER |4\
Cross-listing Dept.

RN KB H I SYLLABUS
# =2 H¥7 Course Objectives

ARFE [ B A LN 5 h LA, B AR AR VIR A BRE o OO IR IR AR FE B 2 A .l 26
WA R R R, BIPUHEF AR, fRILAH 2N 22, WHe USRI BRE S . s, Pisiss, R
o WFEEMBREE M, kRS AR ARSI TR R 1 2 Ak S REETE, R REE AR SRk A B AL
9.

This course introduces students to ancient civilizations in Mesoamerica, which helps students understand and
appreciate the complexities of the ancient civilizations around the world. Through providing a broad overview of the
cultural changes in Mesoamerica both spatially and temporally from the Archaic Period, early civilization, through the
Spanish Conquest, this course aims to examine ways in which cultural tradition shaped and continues to contribute to
modern societies. By using archaeological, historical, ethnological, and linguistical materials in introducing
Mesoamerican civilizations, it is expected to introduce different social science approaches that are used to study
ancient cultures, and encourage students to understand ancient cultures from the perspectives of social science.
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By the end of the course, you should:

1. Have a fundamental knowledge of the ancient civilizations of Mesoamerica.

2. Identify the spatiotemporal regularities and differences among different cultural groups in Mesoamerica.
3. Be aware of different social science approaches that are used to study ancient cultures.

4. Acquire a cross-cultural comparative perspective in understanding ancient cultures.

5. Draw connections between the ancient past and modern societies through examining the ways in which
Mesoamerica’s ancient culture and belief shaped and continues to contribute to present communities.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Week 1 Introduction
Objectives and requirements of the course
Introduction to Mesoamerica

Week 2 Ecology and culture
Cultural ecology
Mesoamerica’s geophysical and biotic features
Mesoamerica’s climate and crops
Hunter-Foragers

Week 3 The Olmecs
Monuments and colossal heads
Jade craftsmanship
The Olmecs and their neighbors
Mother culture or sister culture

Week 4 The emergence of states
Oaxaca Valley: San José Mogote, Monte Alban
Social stratification
The emergence of proto states

Week 5 Teotihuacan
Ideological package from Teotihuacan
Teotihuacan’s influence elsewhere
Enduring Teotihuacan

Week 6 The Maya states
The classic Maya
Powerful chiefdoms and states
Trip to Copan, Tikal...

Week 7 Maya elites and courtly culture
Courtly titles
Geopolitics, hegemony and alliance
Trade, tribute and war

Week 8 The collapse and continuity of the Maya
The late classic Maya and the collapse
The postclassic Maya
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Week 9 Maya glyphs and calendars
Maya calendars
Hieroglyphic writing system and language of the ancient Maya civilization
Deciphering Maya glyphs

Week 10 The rise of the Aztecs
The Aztecs and Tenochititlan
Triple Alliance
The Aztec empire

Week 11 Aztec civilization
Market
Household
Gender studies

Week 12 The Spanish conquest
The conquest according to the Spanish
The conquest according to the Aztecs
Colonial New Spain

Week 13 Agriculture and foodways
Maize and tortilla
Maguey and tequila
Chinampas

Week 14 Mesoamerican Cosmovision
Ancestors and Origins
Sacred ballgame
Cosmic trees, sacred kings, and the underword
Quetzalcoatl
Flowery war

Week 15 Craftsmanship
Prestige economies
Market and exchange
Household craftspeople

Week 16 Mesoamerica: now and then
Contemporary Mesoamerica
Cultural change and continuity
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score
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Students with unexcused absence
of more than 5 times fail.
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Performance Participation in discussion and in-
class exercises
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Assignments Group presentation
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Presentation Students are expected to write a

paper focusing on a specific topic.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




