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# % B #5 Course Objectives

The students will:

learn about various religious practices in ancient and medieval China;

strengthen their analytical skills through the close reading of important primary sources;

engage critically with modern theoretical works in religious studies published in English and Chinese;
understand the lasting influence of ancient and medieval religious practices in contemporary society;
understand the differences and similarities between religious traditions in different parts of the world.

ik 22> R Learning Outcomes

The course aims to develop the following knowledge and skills:

develop independent argument, relying on one’s own understanding of theoretical works and primary sources;
explain one’s individual point of view convincingly in writing in agreement with modern academic conventions;

develop a sympathetic and understanding attitude to practitioners of traditional religions, without necessarily
sharing their beliefs.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if

this is a

team teaching or module course.)

Week 1:

Week 2:

Week 3:

Introduction 3| & (2-credit hours)

Course introduction: contents, assessment criteria, essay writing strategies
Definitions of religion

Religions and religious practices in Europe and China

Sources for the study of religious practices

Ancestral worship #5525 (2-credit hours)

Ancestral worship in anthropological observations

Archeological evidence for ancestral worship

Ancestral worship and religion: are they compatible? (the “Chinese rites” controversy in the Catholic church)
Ancient and contemporary forms of ancestral worship in China

Guided reading of select passages from primary sources

Religious aspects of the Shang shu and Shi jing (M) « (&Y FHRFHLGN (2-credit hours)

Gods, men and natural spirits in the Shang shu and Shi jing
Types and functions of sacrifices
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Week 4:

Week 5:

Week 6:

Week 7:

Week 8:

Week 9:

Reconstructing ancient Chinese liturgies
Guided readings of select passages from the Shang shu and Shi jing
“Confucianism” as a religion £ # &% (2-credit hours)

Religious aspects of Confucian classics (Lunyu #i%, Liji 4Lit)

Is there a belief system in Confucianism?

The authority of Confucius and religious authority: similarities and differences
The Mohist critique of the Confucian emphasis on ritual

Guided readings of select passages from the Lunyu i and the Mozi =&+

Spirits, demons and human spirituality R#HF AKZEE (2-credit hours)

Types of deities and other non-human beings in pre-imperial China
Ways of interacting with non-human beings: do ut des

How many souls are there in a human being?

Ideas of afterlife

Guided readings of select passages

The invention of immortality KKK (2-credit hours)

Textual evidence for religious practices aiming at individual acquisition of supernatural gifts in pre-Han texts
Qin Shihuang’s quest for immortality and its precursors

The fangshi 771 as experts in “religion” and other techniques

The material cost of immortality (during life, in burial)

Guided readings of select passages (Shiji 321 and other texts)

Religious scepticism in ancient China JEZRPIN B =8 PR 58 (2-credit hours)

Doubts concerning the efficacy of ritual and divination

Economic criticism of ritual practices

Political criticism of religious practices

Was there an “atheism” in ancient China?

Guided readings of select passages (Lunheng £1fii and other texts)

China’s first religious communities F EHEKFZHEE (2-credit hours)

Chenwei ##% and the proliferation of occult knowledge in the Han dynasty
The role of millennial communities in the decline of the Eastern Han dynasty
The theocratic state of Cheng Han

The “church” of Cheng Han

Integration of the Cheng Han religious leaders into the Jin state

History and contents of the Taiping jing (XF4) K 5H% (2-credit hours)

Early layers in the received Taiping jing

Social organisation of the religious community according to the Taiping jing
The proto Daoist belief system as reflected in the Taiping jing

Individual and collective religious goals in the Taiping jing

Guided readings of select passages

Week 10: From humans to gods: deification of heroes in China ¥4 A iii## (2-credit hours)

Types of deified heroes in ancient China

Super-natural beliefs concerning Confucius in the Han dynasty
Deification of Guan Yu %)

Temples to deified individuals: emergence and evolution of practice

Week 11: Advent of Buddhism 3+ E 15 (2-credit hours)

Earliest evidence for the existence of Buddhism in China
Translation of Buddhist texts into Chinese
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How many “Buddhisms” entered China?
Differences and commonalities between the Buddhist and indigenous Chinese religious practices and
communities

Week 12: Temple and palace: political dimensions of medieval Chinese religions “E” 5 “Ji” : HiHEFH

FIBUEEE R (2-credit hours)

The spacial configuration of palaces and temples

Royal metaphors in the practice of Chinese religious communities
Traces of royal empowerment rituals in Chinese religions
Chinese religions as a source of authority and legitimacy

Political patronage of religious communities

Week 13: Medieval religious synthesis 1 H FiLHIEHLEE (2-credit hours)

Co-penetration of Buddhism and indigenous practices
Religious orthodoxy and syncretic communities

State policies towards religious communities
Innovative religions and continuous revelation

Week 14: Structure of the Chinese pantheon S EGMEXKIZH (2-credit hours)

Types of deities in the Chinese pantheon by origin
Types of deities by function

The bureaucracies of Heaven and the underworld
Regional variations

Week 15: Private religious devotion ™ ANEHZLK (2-credit hours)

Positive and negative evaluations of religious devotion in historical sources
Private religious devotion in poetry

Epigraphic evidence for private devotion

Most common objects of private devotion (deities, immortals, etc.)

Week 16: Comparative observations on religion in China and the West T EMITE 5 ZHME T HE (2-credit

hours)

Social and political functions of religions
Religious tolerance

Religious syncretism in China and the West
Political and religious authority

bt R 5%k Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Robert Ford Campany. “On the very idea of religions (in the modern West and in early medieval China)”. History
of Religions 42.4 (2003), pp. 287-319.

Li Ling Z%. Zhongguo fangshu kao 7[5 K 3%. Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2006.
Marc Kalinowsky and John Lagerwey (eds.). Early Chinese Religion (2 vols.). Leiden: Brill, 2011.
Stephen R. Bokenkamp. Early Daoist Scriptures. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997.

Erik Zircher. The Buddhist Conquest of China: The Spread and Adaptation of Buddhism in Early Medieval
China. Leiden: Brill, 1959.

Gil Raz. The Emergence of Daoism: Creation of Tradition. Abingdon: Routledge, 2012.
Barend ter Haar. Guan Yu: The Religious Afterlife of a Failed Hero. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017.

J. J. M. De Groot, The Religious System of China. Leiden: Brill, 1892-1910.
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Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes

Assessment score

H ) Attendance 20%

WRERN

Class

Performance

/NS Quiz

WESH 50% MR

Projects Students will submit mini-reports
(200-500 words) sharing their
impressions on the contents of the
previous class. Failure to submit at
least 10 reports will negatively affect
the course grade.

SFEFAEM 30% Students will submit at least one

Assignments

essay during the term, answering to
one of the proposed questions
(possible essay topics will be
announced at most classes). Each
essay will contain no less than 2000
words and no more than 4000 words
(English). Students can submit more
than one essay, in which case only
the essay that has gained the highest
grade will be considered. Students
will give 10-minutes presentations on
the contents of their essays, followed
by Q&A.

HAHER
Mid-Term Test

BRE R

Final Exam

BRI
Final
Presentation

HE (TR#EF
EHRE M EITfE
J#A) Others
(The above may
be modified as
necessary)

4> 75 GRADING SYSTEM

M A T+=Z%%4% Letter Grading
OB. =i/ #l CER/AEE) Pass/Fail Grading

{2 87#t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
AFEFRERE D2 U FRENR RS TGRS

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority
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