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Credit Hours

RBRE. HESIER
12. Pre-requisites or  Other| L NA
Academic Requirements
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13. Courses for which this course | 7c NA
is a pre-requisite

HEBREEAEENER |4 a
Cross-listing Dept.

14.

HERPKHFHI SYLLABUS
15, #2% H¥r Course Objectives
The main objective of the course is to acquaint students with a variety of Buddhism’s roles in human history. The course

will first follow the chronological order of the development of Buddhism throughout Asia and later deal with its influence
on the contemporary world as well. The course pursues the interactive and participatory pedagogy and, in order to better
serve this purpose, every weekly meeting of the course will be comprised of two parts: topic-oriented lectures and
interactive Q&A sessions. For every week’s topic, students are expected to read required weekly readings before the
lecture and encouraged to prepare at least one question or comment regarding weekly subjects in the Q&A session.
During the course, we will watch two films about Buddhism’s roles in history and students are required to write one final

paper on one of them.

16. Pk 2 Bk Learning Outcomes

After successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

Have a broad range of knowledge about Buddhism’s roles in human history

Possess a better understanding of the interactions between human societies and one of world’s major religions

Learn how to do historical research and use relevant reference resources

e Improve English reading and writing skills

17.  REANFERHFEER (EZRESUIOOVE, WRERANMATURTO mEEEEE R, #¥EHHIEY
EHA

Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week 1: Introduction 5[5 (2-credit hours)

Instructor’s and students’ self-introductions

What is Buddhism?

Basics of Buddha'’s teachings

Branches of Buddhism (Mahayana, Theravada & Vajrayana)

Week 2: Gautama Buddha & His World i £ e fifih iy it 5t (2-credit hours)

Gautama Buddha as historical Buddha
Previous lives and birth of Gautama Buddha
Life of Gautama Buddha and its legacy
Q&A session
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Week 3:

Week 4:

Week 5:

Week 6:

Week 7:

Week 8:

Week 9:

Early Expansion of Buddhism | ##i## 3 5 (—) (2-credit hours)

Buddhist Councils and systemization of Buddha’s teachings
Mauryan empire and Buddhism

Spread of Buddhism to Sri Lanka

Q&A session

Early Expansion of Buddhism Il ZIHih# 3 7% (=) (2-credit hours)

Shunga dynasty and Buddhism
Greco-Buddhism

Kushan empire and Gandharan Buddhism
Q&A session

Buddhism to Central Asia and Decline in India %7+ YA E1 E B HI3EIB (2-credit hours)

Buddhism'’s Spread to Central Asia

Islam’s advance and Buddhism

Decline of Buddhism in Indian subcontinent
Q&A session

Film Viewing M ¥ (2-credit hours)
Xuanzang, Huo Jianqi, dir. (2016)

Buddhism in Chinese History [ [ 52 F1 )% (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in early Chinese history
Buddhism in medieval Chinese history
Buddhism in late imperial Chinese history
Q&A session

Buddhism in Korean History & E /5% 75 557 [ (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in ancient Korean history

Buddhism in history of Goryeo dynasty (918-1392)
Buddhism in history of Joseon dynasty (1392-1910)
Q&A session

Buddhism in Japanese History H 4 5§52 (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in early Japanese history

Buddhism in history of Feudal Japan (1185-1600)
Buddhism in history of Tokugawa Japan (1600-1868)
Q&A session

Week 10: Vajrayana Buddhism in Himalayan History and Beyond E S5 82 & RISk # (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in history of Northern Himalayan world
Buddhism in history of Southern Himalayan world
New spread of Vajrayana Buddhism in Mongolia

Q&A session

Week 11: Film Viewing HEW ¥ (2-credit hours)

Tulku, Kent Martin, dir. (2009)

Week 12: Buddhism in Thai History % & i 52 1 4% (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in early Thai history
Buddhism in 13-19 centuries of Thai history
Buddhism in modern Thai history
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e Q&A session

Week 13: Buddhism in Myanmar History 4i45 5 52 (6% (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in early Myanmar history
Buddhism in medieval Myanmar history
Buddhism in modern Myanmar history
Q&A session

Week 14: Buddhism in Vietnamese History #5555 5 7 () 65 # (2-credit hours)

Buddhism in early Viethnamese history

Buddhism in dynastic Viethamese history
Buddhism in modern Vietnamese history
Q&A session

Week 15: Contemporary Buddhism in Western World #5555 52 ) A\ 24t (2-credit hours)

Early Introduction of Buddhism to Western World
Current Status of Buddhism in Western World

Conflict and Coexistence of Buddhism in Western World
Q&A session

Week 16: Final Exam i K*%% (2-credit hours)

M R H e 2% %K Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Lamotte, Etienne. History of Indian Buddhism: from the origins to the Saka era ( Louvain-la-Neuve : Université
catholique de Louvain, Institut orientaliste, 1988).

Litian Fang. Chinese Buddhism and traditional culture (Abingdon, Oxon ; New York, NY : Routledge, 2019).

Buswell, Jr, Robert E. The Zen Monastic Experience: Buddhist Practice in Contemporary Korea (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1993).

Yoshiro Tamura. Japanese Buddhism: A Cultural History (Tyoko: Kosei Publishing Co. 2005).

Tambiah, Stanley. Buddhism and the Spirit Cults in North-East Thailand (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,

1970).
Spiro, Melford E. Buddhism and Society: A Great Tradition and its Burmese Vicissitudes (New York: Harper and Row,
1971).
Nguyen, Cuong Tu. Zen in Medieval Vietnam: A Study of the Thién Uyén T4ap Anh (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press,
1997).
BFE PG ASSESSMENT
AR PRAh I A HSERSRGESL BT %
Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score
H#) Attendance 10%
R 20% Evaluated based on student’s
Class performance in each Q&A session
Performance
NI 53
Quiz

WETH Projects
SERMENL
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Assignments

HER

Mid-Term Test

BRI 40% The class will have a final exam

Final Exam based on the contents of the
instructor's lectures during the
semester.

R E 30% An analytical paper on one of two

Final Paper films that we will watch during the
course

HE (THREFRE

35 A PP T

=0

Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)

20. 184>/ GRADING SYSTEM

M A +=2%%5:%) Letter Grading
OB. =g GE/AEN) Pass/Fail Grading

28t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
21. AHEFECDLT U TREN B RS HGET

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




