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Specifically, this course aims to help the students:

¢ Understand knowledge of sustainable development and related challenges encountered in a globalized world;

e Develop comprehensive understanding of the interdependence of social development, economy and
environmental protection

e  Master research skills for analyzing major policy and reform strategies modern governments adopt in the
promotion of sustainable development

WA S RE Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students are expected to
e Understand basic concepts and principles in sustainability studies;
e |dentify and engage with key sustainability and development debates;
e  Apply theoretical concepts and principles to specific environmental dilemmas;

e  C(Critically valuate current approaches to various development issues.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week 1: Introduction to Sustainable Development (2-credit hours)

Self-introduction

Course introduction: the syllabus

Requirements for individual presentations and term papers
Concepts and interpretations of sustainable development

Week 2: Urbanization, Globalization and the Environment (2-credit hours)

e The environmental and socioeconomic impacts of urbanization
e Anthropocene and planetary boundaries
e The Globalization debates
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Week 3: Governments, International Organizations and Agreements (2-credit hours)

e United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
e Climate change and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
e The Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement

Week 4: Individual Presentation and Group Discussion (2-credit hours)
e Topic one: social and political dilemmas of international cooperation in providing common goods (e.g. reduction
of pollution and emission of greenhouse gas) and institutional solutions to these dilemmas

Week 5: Energy and Sustainability(2-credit hours)

e Fossil fuels for power at a turning point
o New clear controversy
e Hydropower controversy

Week 6: Water and Sustainability(2-credit hours)

o Water distribution at different regions, sectors and populations
e The neo-liberalization of water provision
e  Water related hazards mitigation and prevention

Week 7: Food and Sustainability(2-credit hours)

e Hunger, poverty alleviation and international aid
e  Agricultural production and the environment
e Food safety and trust

Week 8: Individual Presentation and Group Discussion (2-credit hours)
e Topic two: how to ensure equal, stable and affordable provision of water, energy and food in the developing
world? What are the main deficiencies of the current model of international aid? To what extent, and in what ways,
are the Chinese model of aid different from the Western ones?

Week 9: Water-Energy-Food Nexus (2-credit hours)

e The linkage between water, food and energy

e The “silo” effects, trade-offs and policy disconnections

e Understanding the nexus approach and paradigm reform
Week 10: Gender and Socioeconomic Equality (2-credit hours)

e  Cultural and institutional challenges to gender equality
o A feministic perspective on sustainable development
e  Socioeconomic inequalities: the world system theory and critics of capitalism

Week 11: Individual Presentation and Group Discussion(2-credit hours)

e Topic three: how to address problems of fragmentation and balance trade-offs in policies and institutional reform
for promoting sustainable development?

Week 12: Urban Sustainability (2-credit hours)

e Sustainability challenges to mega cities
e Urban resilience and climate change
e The political ecology of urban infrastructure

Week 13: Individual Presentation and Group Discussion(2-credit hours)

e Topic four: what are the main political, cultural and institutional obstacles to gender and socioeconomic equality?
What can decision-makers and individuals do to promote equality?

Week 14: Biodiversity and sustainability (2-credit hours)

e How does biodiversity contribute to sustainability?
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e Challenges to biodiversity conservation
e Discourse and scalar politics of biodiversity conservation

Week 15: Individual Presentation and Group Discussion (2-credit hours)

e Topic five: sustainable cities — debates, discourses and implications of new urban development paradigms (e.g.,
smart city and eco-city) and re-production of urban space

Week 16: Responsible production and consumption (2-credit hours)

Institutions and regulations for sustainable production
Corporate social responsibility

Awareness building and individual consumption behaviour
Reflection of the course and conclusion remarks

b R H e S %% K Textbook and Supplementary Readings

The course instructor will provide supplementary readings before each session of the lectures
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




