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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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Through close reading of modern and contemporary poems in English or translated into English, “Poetry in the Modern
World” provides guidance for students to appreciate the art of words, discern the new aesthetics in a rapidly transforming
world, and perceive the relation between poetry and its social climate. For each class, a group of selected poems around
a central theme will be presented, through which we will get to learn the essential knowledge for a poetry reader (meter,
form, voice, rhetoric, thematic tradition, etc.), approach the intellectual, aesthetic, or ethical force and pleasure of the
creative talents, and explore the limitless possibilities of poetry in the modern age across the world.
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Upon successful completion, students will be able to:

- acquire essential knowledge of poetic terminology for poetry analysis
- perceive the varied new aesthetics of modern poetry

- develop their skills in critical reading and writing

- sharpen their aesthetic sensitivity
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Lesson 1: Metapoem JTHF (2 credit hours)
o Wallace Stevens, “Of Modern Poetry”, “Anecdote of the Jar”
e  Marianne Moore, “Poetry”
e  Seamus Heaney, “Digging”
e Mark Strand, “Eating Poetry”

Lesson 2: Urban Life 3%Ti4EE (2 credit hours)
e Baudelaire, “The Swan”; “The Poet”; “Loss of a Halo”
e C. P. Cavafy, “The City”
e T.S. Eliot, “Prelude”

Lesson 3: Subjectivity 3:1& (2 credit hours)
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e T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
e Alvaro de Campos, “Tobacco Shop”

Lesson 4: Consciousness & iR (2 credit hours)
e  Emily Dickinson, “I Heard a Fly Buzz”
e Elizabeth Bishop, “In the Waiting Room”
o Wallace Stevens, “Of Mere Being”

Lesson 5: Poetic Diction #iE & (2 credit hours)
o W.C. Williams, “The Red Wheelborrough”
e  Gertrude Stein
e Wallace Stevens, “Man on the Dump”

Lesson 6: Form 7E3X, (2 credit hours)
e Bishop, “One Art”
e Dylan Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night”
e John Hollander, Rhyme’s Reason

Lesson 7: Image B # (2 credit hours)
e Ezra Pound, “In a Station of the Metro”
o Hart Crane, “Chaplinesque”
o Wallace Stevens, “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird”

Lesson 8: Sound &3 (2 credit hours)
e G. M. Hopkins, “God’s Grandeur”
e Wallace Stevens, “The Search for Sound Free from Motion”
e The Lettrists
e  Spoken word

Lesson 9: Society #:4 (2 credit hours)
e Robinson Jeffers, “Shine, Perishing Republic”
e Adrienne Rich, “An Atlas of the Difficult World”
e Claudia Rankine, Citizen

Lesson 10: Everyday Life H % (2 credit hours)
o Wallace Stevens, “Sunday Morning”
e Frank O’Hara, Lunch Poems
e  Miroslav Holub

Lesson 11: Ragpicking #73i (2 credit hours)
e Baudelaire, “The Ragpicker's Wine”
e A.R. Ammons, Garbage
o Kenneth Goldsmith, Capital

Lesson 12: Science £}2% (2 credit hours)

Walt Whitman, “When | Heard the Learn’d Astronomer”
Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons

Eduardo Koc

Sarah Howe, “Relativity”

Lesson 13: Animals 3% (2 credit hours)
e Rainer Maria Rilke, “The Eighth Duino Elegies”
o Elizabeth Bishop, “The Fish”, “The Moose”
e Ted Hughes, “The Jaguar”
e Les Murray, “The Cows on Killing Day”

Lesson 14: Art ZR (2 credit hours)

W. H. Auden, “Musée des Beaux Arts”
Frank O’Hara, “Why | Am Not a Painter”
John Ashbery

Joseph Brodsky, “Roman Elegies IX”

Lesson 15: Text-Image &-3(2 credit hours)
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e Concrete poetry
e Video poems
e Digital poems

Lesson 16: Radical 6% (2 credit hours)
e  The Situationists
e Nicanor Parra

e Susan Howe

18.  HMRIEESEHEE Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Course materials, including poems and poetry commentaries, will be selected and compiled by the instructor.
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Recommended reading (H#EFF1L4):

Jahan Ramazani, Richard Ellimann, and Robert O’Clair, eds. The Norton Anthology of Modern and Contemporary
Poetry. 31 ed. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 2003.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




