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#% H#% Course Objectives

The main objective of the course is to acquaint students with a variety of topics in environmental history with a
geographical focus on East Asia. The course pursues the interactive and participatory pedagogy and, in order to better
serve this purpose, every weekly meeting of the course will be comprised of two parts: topic-oriented lectures (1 12
hours) and interactive Q & A sessions (12 hour). For every week’s topic, students are expected to read required weekly
readings before the lecture and encouraged to prepare at least one question or comment regarding weekly subjects in
the Q & A session. During the course, we will watch two films about environment issues or history and students are

required to write one final paper on one of them.

ik % > R Learning Outcomes

After successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

Have a broad range of knowledge about environmental history of Asia,

Possess a better understanding of the interactions between human beings and their environment,

Learn how to do historical research and use relevant reference resources,

e Improve English reading and writing skills.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week 1: Introduction 5| & (2-credit hours)

Instructor’s and students’ self-introductions

The academic discipline of “history” and how to do historical research

Concept of “environment” and the recent development of “environmental history”
Introduction of useful reference resources for the course

Week 2: Human Landscapes of Asia Y FI A XX (2-credit hours)

e  Geography of Asia
e Climate of Asia
e  “Human Geography” of Asia
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e Q&A session

Week 3: Ways of Inhabitation fE{377= (2-credit hours)

Sedentary Society

Nomadic Society

Interaction between Two Societies
Q&A session

Week 4: Land Uses 135 H (2-credit hours)

Residential
Agricultural
Transportation
Q&A session

Week 5: Inland Water K /K#] (2-credit hours)

Irrigation
Flood
Drought
Q&A session

Week 6: Ocean ¥ ¥ (2-credit hours)

Coastal Environment

Marine Environment

Seaways and Source of Nutrition
Q&A session

Week 7: Film Viewing HEM K (2-credit hours)

e  Before the Flood, Fisher Stevens, dir. (2016)

Week 8: Energy Resources fEE ¥ (2-credit hours)

e Before the Fossil Fuels
e Fossil Fuels

e  After the Fossil Fuels

e Q&A session

Week 9: Food fif (2-credit hours)

Diversity of Culinary Culture
Food Security

Food Nationalism

Q&A session

Week 10: Animals 34 (2-credit hours)

Domestication

Animals as Consumer Goods
Companion for Human Beings
Q&A session

Week 11: Forests #x#k (2-credit hours)

Source of Fuels and Building Materials
Forest as History per se

Deforestation

Q&A session
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Week 12: Film Viewing HE W% (2-credit hours)

e  Dersu Uzala, Akira Kurosawa, dir. (1975)

Week 13: Religions 5£# (2-credit hours)

Perceptions of Environment

Role in Environmental Phenomena
Religion and Environmentalism
Q&A session

Week 14: Colonialism 5 K3 X (2-credit hours)

Old Environment for Natives
Transformation by Newcomers
Environmental Imperialism
Q&A session

Week 15: Anthropocene A&it: (2-credit hours)

Human Impact on Environment
Beginning of Anthropocene
Against the Anthropocene
Q&A session

Week 16: Final Exam #JK%R (2-credit hours)

it REE 2 %%kl Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Mark Elvin and Ts'ui-jung Liu eds., Sediments of Time: Environment and Society in Chinese History (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Mark Elvin, The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004).
Robert Marks, China: Its Environment and History (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 2012).

Judith Shapiro, Mao’s War Against Nature: Politics and the Environment in Revolutionary China (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2001).

lan Jared Miller, The Nature of the Beasts: Empire and Exhibition at the Tokyo Imperial Zoo (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2013).

Edmund Burke Il and Kenneth Pomeranz, eds., The Environment and World History (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2009).

David Bello, Across Forest, Steppe, and Mountain: Environment, Identity, and Empire in Qing China's Borderlands
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016).

R IE ASSESSMENT
PEER PP BT R HERBRSASL BT E-SE
Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score
H & Attendance 10%
RERI 20% evaluated based on student’s
Class performance in each Q&A session
Performance
AN
Quiz
T H Projects
SRR
Assignments
B
Mid-Term Test
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Final Paper
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Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)

it4+ 7% = GRADING SYSTEM

40%

30%

an analytical paper on one of two
films that we will watch during the
course
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OB. —&id4 ] GEL/AEL) Pass/Fail Grading

PR #t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




