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课程详述 
COURSE SPECIFICATION 

以下课程信息可能根据实际授课需要或在课程检讨之后产生变动。如对课程有任何疑问，请联
系授课教师。 

The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen 
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be directed 
to the course instructor. 

1. 课程名称 Course Title 
理解国际关系：历史、演变和概念 Understanding International Relations：History, 
Evolution and Concepts 

2. 
授课院系 

Originating Department 
社会科学中心 Center for Social Sciences 

3. 
课程编号 

Course Code 
SS079 

4. 课程学分 Credit Value 2 

5. 课程类别 

Course Type 
通识选修课程 General Education (GE) Elective Courses 

6. 
授课学期 

Semester  
春季 Spring 

7. 
授课语言 

Teaching Language 
英文 English  

8. 

授课教师、所属学系、联系方

式（如属团队授课，请列明其

他授课教师） 

Instructor(s), Affiliation& 
Contact 
（For team teaching, please list 
all instructors） 

Srikanth Thaliyakkattil  思瑞坎 
南方科技大学人文社会科学荣誉学会 Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts, SUSTech 
srikanth@mail.sustech.edu.cn 
 

9. 
实验员/助教、所属学系、联系

方式 

Tutor/TA(s), Contact 
无 NA  

10. 
选课人数限额(可不填) 

Maximum Enrolment
（Optional） 

 

mailto:srikanth@mail.sustech.edu.cn
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授课方式 

Delivery Method 
讲授 

Lectures 

习题/辅导/讨论 

Tutorials 

实验/实习 

Lab/Practical 

其它(请具体注明) 

Other（Please specify） 

总学时 

Total 

11. 

学时数 

Credit Hours 

32    32 

12. 
先修课程、其它学习要求 
Pre-requisites or Other 
Academic Requirements 

无 NA 

13. 
后续课程、其它学习规划  
Courses for which this course 
is a pre-requisite 

无 NA 

14. 其它要求修读本课程的学系 
Cross-listing Dept. 

无 NA 
 

教学大纲及教学日历 SYLLABUS 
15. 教学目标 Course Objectives 

 Specifically, this course aims to: 

 Enable students’ understanding of the subject area of International Relations.  

 Instill in students a thorough knowledge of the major concepts and themes in International Relations. 

 Develop students’ capability to analyze global issues using different conceptual frameworks of International 
Relations. 

 Train students in finding sources to study International Relations and develop student’s capabilities to write 
academic papers. 

 
16. 预达学习成果 Learning Outcomes 
 After studying this course, students should be able to: 

 Understand the historical evolution of the discipline of International Relations. 

 Identify major institutions of the conduct of the International Relations and understand its impact on national 
security and development. 

 Differentiate different value systems existing in International Relations and its impact on the conduct of 
international relations.  

 Differentiate the historical roots of the different arguments in International Relations. 

 Comprehend International Relations vocabulary and concepts. 

 Write short scholarly essays with proper citation. 

17. 课程内容及教学日历 （如授课语言以英文为主，则课程内容介绍可以用英文；如团队教学或模块教学，教学日历须注明

主讲人） 
Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if 
this is a team teaching or module course.) 
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 Week 1: Introduction 引言 (2-credit hours) 

 Course introduction 
 Students’ self-introduction 
 What is International Relations? 

o The difference between international affairs news and International Relations 
o The difference between National politics and international relations 
o Major assumptions of International Relations 
o The difference between the discipline of International Relations and practice of international relations 
o The purpose of studying International Relations 
o Basic theoretical frameworks of International Relations 
o Essential skills for Understanding and analysing International Relations  

  
Week 2: Key concepts of International Relations I 国际关系的主要概念Ⅰ (2-credit hours) 

 Nation 
 Nation-State 
 Sovereignty 
 Nationalism 
 Ethnicity 
 imagined community 
 Failed State 
 Anarchy 
 Diplomacy 
 Foreign Policy 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 3: Key concepts of International Relations II 国际关系的主要概念Ⅱ  (2-credit hours) 

 Power  
o Hard Power 
o Soft Power 
o Smart Power 
o Balance of Power 
o Super Power 

 Hegemony 
o Theory of Hegemonic Stability 

 Imperialism  
o Cultural Imperialism  

 Colonialism 
 International Society 
 Human Rights 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 4: Key concepts of International Relations III 国际关系的主要概念Ⅲ   (2-credit hours) 

 Security 
o Traditional Security  
o Human Security  
o Security Dilemma 
o Deterrence 
o Terrorism 
o Cyber Security 
o Space Security 

 Security Organizations  
o North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)   

 Discussion & Quiz 
 

Week 5: Key concepts of International Relations IV 国际关系的主要概念Ⅳ (2-credit hours) 
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 International Trade 
o Mercantilism 
o Free Trade 
o Dependency 
o  Interdependency 
o World Trade Organization (WTO) 
o Multi-National Corporations 

 Global Finance 
o Bretton Woods system to Floating rate 
o Foreign Direct Investment 
o International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
o World Bank 
o Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
o New Development Bank (NDB) 
o Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

 Discussion & Quiz 

Week 6: Key International Organizations, Regional Organizations, and Non-Governmental Organizations 主要的国

际组织、区域组织和非政府组织 (2-credit hours) 

 United Nations (UN) 
 International Law and International Criminal Court (ICC) 
 European Union  
 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
 Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
 BRICS 
 African Union 
 International NGOs 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 7: Individual Presentation 小组演示(2-credit hours) 
 
Week 8: The origins of the discipline of International Relations 国际关系学科的起源 (2-credit hours) 

 Peace of Westphalia 
 19th Century Intra European Wars 
 Peace Congresses and Peace Organizations 
 Private Initiatives: Carnegie foundation 
 The Rise of Idealism 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 9: World War I and International Relations 第一次世界大战和国际关系 (2-credit hours) 

 Causes of the First World War 
 The Scale and Process of the War 
 “War to End All Wars”? 
  The Rise of the United States 
 The Rise of Asian Nationalism 
 The Russian Revolution 
 Post-war settlement and its discontents 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
 
Week 10:  International Relations during the Interwar Period（1918-1939）两次世界大战时期（1918-1939）的国际

关系 (2-credit hours) 

 Strengthening of the Anti-colonial and Anti-imperialist movements 
 The Rise of Communist Ideology and the Consolidation of Russia as a Communist Power 
 Idealism, League of Nations and Appeasement 
 The beginning stages of Asian Solidarity 
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 The Great Depression 
 The rise of Fascism and Nazism 
 The Road to World War II 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 11: World War II and its Impact on International Relations 第二次世界大战及其对国际关系的影响(2-credit 
hours) 

 Causes of World War II 
 The Course of the War  
 Asian Liberation Movements and Independent Movements during the War 
 The Eclipse of Idealism and the Rise of Realism 
 The Post War Structure of International System: The bipolar world 
 Cold War 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 12: The Traditional Focus Areas of International Relations 国际关系的传统重点领域(2-credit hours) 

 War 
 Causes of War 
 The Changing Nature of Warfare 
 Ethics, Morality, and Law of War 
 Nuclear Weapons and Deterrence 
 Arms control 
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 13: The New Focus Areas of International Relations 国际关系的新焦点领域 (2-credit hours) 

 Global Poverty and Inequality 
 Global Terrorism 
 Religion and State 
 Climate Change and Global Warming  
 Global Migration   
 Politics of Human Rights and Humanitarian Intervention  
 Discussion & Quiz 

 
Week 14: An Overview of International Relations Theories 国际关系理论综述 (2-credit hours) 
 

 Classical Realism  
 Structural Realism 
 Liberalism 
 Neo-Liberalism 
 The English School 
 Marxism 
 Critical Theory 
 Constructivism 
 Feminism 
 Poststructuralism 
 Postcolonialism 
 Green Theory 

 
Week 15: Group presentation 小组演示 (2-credit hours) 

Week 16: Group presentation and course conclusion 小组演示及课程结语 (2-credit hours) 

18. 教材及其它参考资料 Textbook and Supplementary Readings 
 NA 
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课程评估 ASSESSMENT  
19. 评估形式 

Type of 
Assessment 

评估时间 
Time 

占考试总成绩百分

比 
% of final 
score 

违纪处罚 
Penalty 

备注 
Notes 

 

 出勤 Attendance  0%  The attendance record is only used to 
decide whether students should receive a 
“Failure” in the course (if they miss more 
than three classes since the fourth week). 

 

 课堂表现 
Class 
Performance 

 10%  Class performance is evaluated based on 
1) whether students listen to the class 
attentively, and 2) whether they 
participate in class discussion actively.  

 

 小测验 
Quiz 

     

 课程项目 Projects      
 平时作业 

Assignments 
 36%  4 -review of the class- short essays. 

Each exercise comprises 500-1000 
words. 

 

 期中考试 
Mid-Term Test 

 24%  Group project: Topic- International 
Relations topic of student’s interest; 1500 
words essay with proper citation; project 
presentation (10 minutes). 

 

 期末考试 
Final Exam 

     

 期末报告 
Final 
Presentation 

 30%  Final project: Group presentation on 
selected International Relations topic (15 
minutes); Individual essays of 1000-1500 
words with proper citation. 

 

 其它（可根据需要

改写以上评估方

式） 
Others (The 
above may be 
modified as 
necessary) 

     

 

20. 记分方式 GRADING SYSTEM 

   A.  十三级等级制 Letter Grading 
 B. 二级记分制（通过/不通过） Pass/Fail Grading 

 

课程审批 REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
21. 本课程设置已经过以下责任人/委员会审议通过 

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 


