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This course is an introductory course to community studies, aiming at helping students to understand the definitions,
functions, types, and characteristics of community. It also provides students with insights on community organizations,
community services, and community culture. Presenting crucial issues relating to community transformation,
urbanization and community change, and community development, this course aims at helping students to understand
the dynamics and complexity of the community problems in China and to foster critical thinking among students.
Students are required to complete group projects on selected topics to explore the mechanism behind community
problems and to seek possible solutions.
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After studying this course, students should be able to:

® Understand the definitions, functions, types, and characteristics of community;

® Understand the concept of community organizations, community services, and community culture;
® Understand community dynamics and the complexity of community problems;

®  Know how to approach community problems;
[ J

Learn to think critically about the social, economic, cultural, and institutional mechanism behind community
problems
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Lecture 1: Introduction to class (2 credit hours)

® Course introduction, overview of assignments, and booklist
®  What is “community”?

® Why are community studies important?
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Lecture 2: Methods in community studies (2 credit hours)
®  Overview of research methods in community studies

®  Social network analysis

® Location analysis in community studies

® Methods adopted by Chinese scholars
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Lecture 3: Theories of community (2 credit hours)
® Review of theories of community

® Key issues of community theories

®  Major schools of community theory

® Localized community theories in China
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Lecture 4: Community: population (2 credit hours)

Characteristics of population in a community

Population structure and population change in a community
Population problems in a community

Population management in a community

The relationship between population and community development
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Lecture 5: Community: resource and environment (2 credit hours)
®  An overview on environment of community

® Natural resources and physical environment of community

® How to plan a sustainable community
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Lecture 6: Social capital and community building (2 credit hours)
Social capital: what is it?

Community social capacity: what is it?

How does community social capacity influence development?
Intentional action to increase social capacity

Factors that influence the success of community-building efforts
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Lecture 7: Community: organization and management (2 credit hours)
® The nature of organization

®  Organization: structure and classification

® Contemporary community organization

® Community management: definition and models
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Lecture 8: Community: values and cultural systems (2 credit hours)
® The nature of community values and cultural systems

®  Cultural systems of urban communities

®  Cultural systems of rural communities

®  Examples of building community cultural systems
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Lecture 9: Community services (2 credit hours)

® An overview of community services

®  The orgin and development of community services
®  The component of community services

® Community services practice
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Lecture 10: Community: problems and transformation (2 credit hours)
® Key concepts

®  \What is community transformation

®  Factors that influence community transformation

® Community transformation: consequences and reflections
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Lecture 11: Community development (2 credit hours)

® Community development: nature, principles, and procedure
®  The history of community develoment in China

® Development modes of future community

® Development modes of rural community
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Lecture 12: Community marketing and entrepreneurial community (2 credit hours)
® How to marketing a community

® The regional approach to marketing

® Entrepreneurship as a community development strategy
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Lecture 13: Tourism-based development (2 credit hours)
® A review of tourism planning models

® Types of tourism planning models

®  Getting from here to there: selecting approaches
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Lecture 14: Group presentation (2 credit hours)
®  Each group should prepare a 20-minute presentation of its research project
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Lecture 15: Group presentation (2 credit hours)
Each group should prepare a 20-minute presentation of its research project
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Lecture 16: Review of class

Bt R ESE% R Textbook and Supplementary Readings

1. Rhonda Philips & Robert H. Pittman, An introduction to community development. Routledge, 2015.

2. TREXR, GEXMRY , FEARKFHKRA, 2016.

3 RRELIC, HEBEE g, (PUCHEXMESY . iRl R, 2017,
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




