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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.

1. IEFE4 R Course Title H 5 S B EERESCHR 6 Introduction to the World's Foundational Texts
2. 2R} 1.0 Center for Social Sciences

Originating Department

3. o SS076
Course Code

4. PRRLZ 4> Credit Value 2
5. RER JEiR 14185 General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type
BB
6. +7 Spring
Semester
BRIEE . .
7. 4 English

Teaching Language

BRBIT. FTR¥R. BRRT
A CoRHER, #H51HHE Georgiy Grebnyev (Yegor Grebnev ) % 3t %

8 AR EOT) R T B K S A SO SRl 258 2% 224 Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts, SUSTech
) Instructor(s), Affiliation& | yegor@mail.sustech.edu.cn
Contact

(For team teaching, please list
all instructors)

. j‘%i%ﬁ/ﬂb%l\ FrBR% % KA F NA

Tutor/TA(s), Contact

EBRABRBU(FTANH)

10.  Maximum Enrolment
(Optional)

1. ®RGA PR SBIAERAT® |SE%I5E>] HeEEREER) SE )
Delivery Method Lectures |Tutorials Lab/Practical |Other (Please specify) |Total

2ERTEL 32 32
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Credit Hours

SBRE. HEEIER
12. Pre-requisites or  Other|/E NA
Academic Requirements

JEBERTE. HB¥IHR
13. Courses for which this| 7t NA
course is a pre-requisite

HEERBEARBNFR % NA

14. Cross-listing Dept.

HERPKHFHT SYLLABUS
15.  #Z*H#¥% Course Objectives

The students will:

read a broad selection of foundational texts that preserve their relevance today;

strengthen their critical reasoning skills through the close reading of important parts of foundational texts;

engage critically with foundational texts using the methods of modern critical scholarship;

understand how foundational texts are appreciated in traditional commentaries and contemporary mass culture;
understand some of the common points and differences in the foundational texts of different civilizations, including their

own.

16. FiA %S Bk Learning Outcomes

The course aims to develop the following knowledge and skills:

e argue convincingly in speech and writing on different themes covered in foundational texts of different
civilizations;

e understand the cultural and historical background of contemporary ideological and political movements relying
on foundational texts;

e appreciate the works of art, literature and scholarship that build on foundational texts of different civilizations.

17.  RENAEEBFEEE ERES UFCRE, WRBABRNMETURRE; WHBFRERE S, H%HHAEN
EHAN
Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week 1: Introduction 5| & (2-credit hours)

Course introduction: contents, assessment criteria, essay writing strategies
Textual and non-textual societies

History and geography of societies that produced foundational texts
Significance of foundational texts

Traditional and critical reading of foundational texts

Week 2: The Epic of Gilgamesh & /RIS &in3E4 55 (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
Historical survey of ancient Mesopotamia
Cuneiform writing

The context and contents of the Epic of Gilgamesh
Guided reading of select passages
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Week 3:

Week 4:

Week 5:

Week 6:

Week 7:

Week 8:

Week 9:
[ )

The Vedas BRFE (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

Indo-Europeans and the origins of the Vedic culture

Oral texts vs. written texts: how much can our memory contain?
Text and ritual

Guided readings of select passages

Homeric epics #if % $#%F (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

History and literature of archaic Greece

Historicity of Homer and the contents of Homeric epics
Guided readings of select passages from the lliad

The Mahabharata FEH[ 2% £ (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

Historical background of Indian epics

History and structure of the Mahabharata

Reception of the Mahabharata in the contemporary Indian culture
Guided readings of select passages from the Bhagavad Gita

Socrates and Plato Fh /& 513z E (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

Axial age and the beginnings of philosophies

Pre-Socratic philosophers and Eurasian influences on Greek philosophy
The historical Socrates

Themes of Socratic philosophy

Guided readings of select passages

The Old Testament: Tora IH#X%%: %H (2-credit hours)
Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

Hebrew culture as part of the Near East

History and Structure of the Old Testament

Guided readings of select passages

The Old Testament: Psalms and prophets [H£1¥%%2: 5 5551+ (2-credit hours)
Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

“Wisdom literature” in the Bible

Historicity of the Hebrew prophets

Poetry of the Old testament

Guided readings of select passages

The Pali canon and early Buddhism 3 # 5 EF| = (2-credit hours)
Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

Jainism, Buddhism and the Axial age in India

Structure and themes of the Pali canon

Guided readings of select passages

Week 10: The Avesta [T2Hi[& (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
Indo-European ancestry in Sasanian classics
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Avestan cosmology, world view and ritual practice

Guided readings of select passages

Week 11: The New Testament FZ1 X% (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
History and structure of the New Testament
Canonisation of the New Testament

Guided readings of select passages

Week 12: Quran #2228 (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class

Medieval Arabia in between textual cultures and the early history of Islam
Structure and contents of the Quran

Guided readings of select passages

Week 13: The Bible in reception XZ 3% ¥ (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
The Bible in medieval commentaries

Canonical and non-canonical texts in religious art
Textual analysis of select works of art

Week 14: Shang shu and Shijing H¥5%4 (2-credit hours)

Week 15: Laozi and the Warring States philosophical texts 327 DA B ot % i35 2244 308 (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
Themes of foundational texts in the Chinese tradition
European readings of Chinese classics

Shijing in the comparative perspective

Guided readings of select passages

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
Axial age in China

Politics, poetry, and axiology of the Laozi
Guided readings of select passages

Week 16: Comparative project presentations L35 B f/+48 (2-credit hours)

Mini-test on the contents of the previous class
Presentations

b R H e 2 %% 8 Textbook and Supplementary Readings

References:

Muller, Max (ed.). 1879-1910. Sacred Books of the East (select books and passages from the Avesta, the

Quran, the Bhagavad Gita, Vedic hymns).

George, Andrew. 2003. The Epic of Gilgamesh: A New Translation. Penguin.

Johnston, lan. 2010. Homer. lliad.

Bodhi, Bhikkhu; Bhikkhu, Nanamoli (1995). The Middle Length Discourses of the Buddha: A Translation of the
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Majjhima Nikaya. Wisdom Publications.

e Henderson, John B. 1991. Scripture, Canon, and Commentary: A Comparison of Confucian and Western
Exegesis. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press.

® |evering, Miriam, ed. 1989. Rethinking Scripture: Essays from a Comparative Perspective. Albany: State
University of New York Press.

e  Carr, David McLain. 2005. Writing on the Tablet of the Heart: Origins of Scripture and Literature. Oxford; New
York: Oxford University Press.

e Lord, Albert Bates, Stephen Arthur Mitchell, and Gregory Nagy. 2000. The Singer of Tales. Harvard University

Press.
B ITfE ASSESSMENT
AR R SERBRS A BT B
Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score
H & Attendance
WRERI
Class
Performance
VNI 3 10% Current performance is evaluated
Quiz based on regular mini-tests on the
contents of the previous class.

M H Projects
SRR 90% Students submit three essays during
Assignments the course. Each essay will be no

less than 2000 words and no more
than 4000 words (English). Each
essay amounts to 30% of the final
grade. Students can submit more
than three essays, in which case only
the three essays that have gained the
highest grade will be considered.
Students will give 10-minutes
presentations on the contents of their
essays.

Guided reading: students may
choose to conduct a 30-minutes
guided reading session (no more
than one), which will be considered
equal to one essay (30% of the final
grade).

Comparative project: students may
choose to undertake a comparative
project (no less than 5000 and no
more than 10000 words) on texts
from two different cultures. A
comparative project will be
considered equal to two essays (60%
of the final grade).

HHER
Mid-Term Test

BARERA

Final Exam

BRI
Final
Presentation
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Others (The
above may be
modified as
necessary)

it 7 = GRADING SYSTEM

M A. +=H% %4 Letter Grading
OB. =4id4# GEL/AEL) Pass/Fail Grading

R ##t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
FRERBECEITUTTHENRR 2 HIUER

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




