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How does sound shape our world and our living experience? While sight and sound are equally important for human
communication as well as the communication between the human and the nature, vision has occupied more attention
than sound in our everyday life. Radio is a particular case for this phenomenon in media and communication. Featuring
sound as the main element, radio is a humble medium with imagination. From its advent to the present, radio has had a
long history of interaction in our public and private lives. In addition to challenges, the digital technology affords us the
opportunity to rediscover, reinvent and redefine radio. In this course, we will trace the history of radio production and
listening, discuss the genres that has developed with radio, and explore the new emergences in current era. We will also
introduce theories and projects that are relevant to radio studies. Besides, we will encourage students to learn how to
use sound to tell stories and express feelings.
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This course is open to any student who possesses an interest in radio, audio, sound and listening in general. The course
is expected to achieve three outcomes. Firstly, it will enable students to understand the past and the present of radio and
sound communication from a number of dimensions that have been interwoven from the beginning. Secondly, it will
familiarize students with genres and formats that have developed with radio broadcasting in different countries at
different historical stages. Thirdly, it will provide students the opportunity to mobilize their ears and mouths, engaging in
acoustic appreciation and audio production. Throughout the entire learning process, the course aims to remind students
to pay more attention to the soundscape, thinking critically and thoughtfully about the listening experience in both public

and private lives.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Lecture 1: Studying radio and sound / I+ §iEfE, M9 HEC (2 credit hours)

While radio is a blind medium with sound as the dominant element, why could radio be studied, and how is the research
on sound conducted? The first lecture will give an overview on the emergence of radio studies and how radio has
established itself as a subfield of media studies. In particular, this lecture will shed light on a number of theories that

have either developed or been applied when radio is concerned.

Lecture 2: Radio in the past: When radio was new / | 3% P S fIAH 8 (2 credit hours)

This lecture will overview the general history of radio worldwide. In particular, it will discuss the specific characteristics of
radio.

Lecture 3: Audio in the present: Audacity and storytelling / F i} #ZF (2 credit hours)

Audio (radio) is considered as a powerful medium to tell stories. How to make your own audio? How to tell stories with
your own sound? This lecture will introduce the digital software and enable students to learn to make use of the digital

technology to get their voices out.

Lecture 4: Radio journalism / J~#37 & (2 credit hours)

News is a primary genre in radio broadcasting. How to gather, write, make, and deliver news in different broadcasting
systems? This lecture will present the students the broad picture as well as the specific details in radio news production
and listening. It will discuss the tensions and negotiations that need to be taken into account in radio news in China.

Lecture 5: Radio in international communication / HER&3&H I3 (FH) (2 credit hours)

Since its advent, radio has been an international medium. How is radio and sound used in international communication,
and for what purpose? How to use radio and audio to better the communication between different countries in the digital
age? This lecture will invite a radio journalist who works in the international media to give his perception and experience

in the specific context.

Lecture 6: Radio drama / | #&J] (2 credit hours)

As one of the early forms of mass media, radio established a wide range of genres which have been later adopted by
television and the current digital media. Drama is one example. This lecture will trace the history of radio drama and
explore its production process. It will select a couple of quality radio dramas for appreciation and enjoyment.

Lecture 7: Radio documentary / J #&£3F (2 credit hours)

Radio documentary is a genre that tells stories in the long form. How did this genre emerge, and what kind of stories has
this genre normally been engaged in? How does radio documentary reinvent itself and what role does it play in the
digital-media era that sees the dominance of the vision? This lecture will take student to find out how radio
documentaries tell stories at different historical stages.

Lecture 8 Campus radio / &Z[H/ 3% (2 credit hours)

Campus radio emerged in the early twentieth century. Campus radio adopts different operation practices within China
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and abroad. This lecture will discuss the practices and the development of campus radio in a number of countries.
Lecture 9: digital technology and podcasting / $FH ARM#EE (2 credit hours)
The widespread use of digital technology brings a new wave of radio(audio) production and listening. This lecture will

take students to listen to podcasting in a couple of countries, and understand how podcasting is changing the current
media landscape.

Lecture 10: Sound technology and the personalization of listening / B & ARRIT B4 A4k (2 credit hours)

This lecture will look at and analyze how a range of agencies and individuals make use of sound technology to manage,
adjust, control and transform both the external environment and internal mentality.

Lecture 11: Radio and podcasting in the United States / ZEJ"#%(#%%&) (2 credit hours)

This lecture will introduce a brief history of radio broadcasting in the United States and its specific roles at different
historical stages. The second part of the lecture will lead students to obtain a general idea of the current development of
podcasting in the United States

Lecture 12: Radio and podcasting in UK / 3EE"# (&%) (2 credit hours)

This lecture will introduce a brief history of radio broadcasting in UK and its specific roles at different historical stages.
The second part of the lecture will take students to get a general idea of the current development of podcasting in UK.

Lecture 13: Radio and podcasting in Germany / f&E 3% (&%) (2 credit hours)

This lecture will introduce a brief history of radio broadcasting in Germany and its specific roles at different historical
stages. The second part of the lecture will take students to get a general idea of the current development of podcasting
in Germany.

Lecture 14: Radio and podcasting in China / FE"#% (%) (2 credit hours)

This lecture will introduce a brief history of radio broadcasting in China and its specific roles at different historical stages.
The second part of the lecture will take students to get a general idea of the current development of podcasting in China.

Lecture 15: Student presentation / 224E4ENV(2 credit hours)

Lecture 16: Student presentation / 224EfENV(2 credit hours)

F R H BB L% R Textbook and Supplementary Readings
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Bull Michael. 2000. Sounding out the city: personal stereos and the management of everyday life. Oxford, UK: Berg.
Crisell Andrew. 1994. Understanding radio. London and New York: Routledge.

Goodman, David. 2011. Radio’s Civic Ambition: American Broadcasting and Democracy in the 1930s. Oxford, UK:
Oxford University Press.

Hendy, David. 2007. Life on Air: A History of Radio Four. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.

Katz, Elihu and George Wedell. 1977. Broadcasting in the Third Word: Promise and Performance. London: Macmillan.
Lacey, Kate. 1996. Feminine Frequencies: Gender, German Radio, and the Public Sphere, 1923-1945. Ann Arbor, MI:
University of Michigan Press.

Vancour Shawn. 2018. Making radio: early radio production and the rise of modern sound culture. London: Oxford
University Press.

Krysko, A. Michael. 2011. American radio in China: International encounters with technology and communication,
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Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan.

Starkey, Guy and Andrew Crisell. 2009. Radio Journalism. Los Angeles, CA; London: Sage.

Lacey, Kate. 2013. Listening Publics: The Politics and Experience of Listening in the Media Age. Cambridge, UK: Polity.
Kunreuther, Laura. 2014. Voicing Subjects: Public Intimacy and Mediation in Kathmandu. London: University of
California Press.

Shingler, Martin and Cindy Wieringa. 1998. On Air: Methods and Meanings of Radio. New York: Arnold.
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