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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.

1. iRFE4#K Course Title 1A CFi8 Introduction to Environmental Humanities

2. 4R} =10 Center for Social Sciences
Originating Department

3. o SS064
Course Code

4.  HFEZES Credit Value 2
5. R JBIRIE B FE General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type
BRE
6. KZ Fall
Semester
BRES o . _
7. HHIEXLE English & Chinese

Teaching Language
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X CmEBIAER, EHHIE| e H ZHOU Xingyue

8 AR EOT) BT R RS A SO Rl 22582 22 2> Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts,SUSTech
) Instructor(s), Affiliation& | zhouxy3@mail.sustech.edu.cn
Contact

(For team teaching, please list
all instructors)
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Tutor/TA(s), Contact

ERABRB(FTAE)

10. Maximum Enrolment
(Optional)
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Delivery Method Lectures |Tutorials Lab/Practical |Other (Please specify) |Total
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Academic Requirements
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As environmental change and ecological crises keep ever intensifying, the geological term “Anthropocene” comes to be
the most circulated concept that powerfully grasps our current existential condition; meanwhile, Environmental
Humanities quickly become a major transdisciplinary academic field. This course shall guide students into the
Anthropocene. Exposed to up-to-date findings of environmental sciences, it looks into major issues such as global
warming, mass extinction, climate and ecological disasters, waste and pollution through the lens of environmental
humanities, aiming to recount the intellectual, social, and environmental history at the backdrop, and analyze the chains,
solutions, and complexities in the ecological mesh. This course simultaneously introduces major reactive and reflective
trends in humanities and social sciences in the changing environment, bringing in philosophical deconstruction and
reconstruction of humanity, human society, and ideology in relation to ecological awakening. Along the way the course
probes how humanities, arts, and social theories can and must be engaged to tackle environmental reality, in
understanding the panorama of our modern life, examining everyday life practice, fostering positive emotions and
aesthetics, inspecting the “roots” of the crises ingrained in our thinking, and cultivating multi-scalar environmental ethics,
social justice, eco-philosophy, and effective change. Unpacking one focal topic from multi-disciplinary scopes in each
class, altogether the course aims to inspire a caring, wholesome, and pensive vision of the world in college students and
prepare them for future environmental and social challenges.

Fik % > iR Learning Outcomes

APRRETU L2 B2 DU BB RN .

< R TR PR I e HA 2 SRIBAT 4R A B
- PGB NSCH E A

- FEAH IR AN 5 AR BRI e

WA ARGERE

- FEAHE E B RE

Upon successful completion, students will be able to:

- Perceive the whole picture of current environmental issues and their social implications
- Understand the major thoughts in Environmental Humanities

- Acquire basic skills in searching and citing academic sources

- Acquire basic skills in academic writing

- Strengthen their self-reliant and critical thinking

BREAREHFEAN (RRESUIONE, WRENZN AR WHARE SRR, #EHHAEN
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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Lesson 1: Introduction: What is the Anthropocene? (2 credit hours)
@ The concept of the “Anthropocene:” history, present, future
€ When did the Anthropocene start?
€ The philosophical implications of the Anthropocene
€ The controversies of the Anthropocene
€ Class planning; assignments and grading policy; recommended reading

Lesson 2: Climate Change | (2 credit hours)
€ The history of the acceptance of global warming
€ International policy, political controversy, political philosophy, new geopolitics in the warming age
€ The causes and impacts of global warming; current effective actions
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Global warming and capitalism: carbon, energy studies, Capitalocene
Documentary witness

Lesson 3: Climate Change Il (2 credit hours)

How global warming has changed our social theory and generational, historical imagination
The complexities and affective impacts of climate change; how should we face it?

How to observe the changing climate in everyday life?

Philosophy: climate as hyperobject; nonhuman actants and humans

Climate witness in literature and arts

Lesson 4: Biodiversity | (2 credit hours)

Reports on mass extinction

Cases: seeds, bees, insects

The problems of industrial agriculture

Eco-philosophy: biodiversity and ecological resilience; the mesh of coexistence
The witness of extinction in literature; art and urban projects for saving species

Lesson 5: Biodiversity Il (2 credit hours)

Natural conservation and wild animal protection

The philosophy of wilderness; the tradition of “into the wild”
Anthropological multinaturalism

Philosophy: reexamination of the concept of “nature”

The ecological turn of natural documentation

Lesson 6: Global System: Agriculture and Food (2 credit hours)

Industrialized plantation and its environmental costs: pesticides, GMOs

Global industrial animal agriculture and its environmental costs

Global food waste

Social and environmental justice: the rights of the peasants; food movement

Understanding the challenge and looming crisis of agricultural system; food safety; future food

Lesson 7: Global System: Industries (2 credit hours)

Energy studies: coal, petroleum, nuclear, clean energy and the developmental history of global capitalism
Raw materials, water resource, waste: the industrial chain and sociopolitics

Workers and labor: Fordism, Taylorism, Neo-Taylorism

Mines, miners, and artificial landscape

Migrant workers, women workers, new workers

Lesson 8: Consumerism (2 credit hours)

Modernization, urbanization, and consumer culture

Theories of the consumer society and anti-consumerism

Consumer economy and ecological economics

Cases: the environmental costs of fast fashion, food business, and tourism
Buying as everyday life practice; its impacts and ethics

Lesson 9: Waste | (2 credit hours)

Modern waste and its economic strategy

The politics of the landfill; global waste trade

Recycling reconsidered

Ragpickers and waste collectors

Discarding as everyday life practice; its impacts and ethics

Lesson 10: Waste Il (2 credit hours)

The plastic chain in the Plasticocene; plasticity reconsidered
Philosophy: what is “garbage”? What is “pollution”?

The ethics of waste

Waste aesthetics: garbage and contemporary arts

Waste and existentialism

Lesson 11: Ocean (2 credit hours)

Ocean crises: dead zone, acidification, plastic soup, overfishing
The ecological significances of the ocean and ocean species
Coral ecology in poetry and arts

Land reclamation: ecological impacts and artistic representation
Observing, understanding, and facing the rising sea level
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Lesson 12: Forest (2 credit hours)
@ The secret life of trees
€ The invisible forest ecology: roots, mushrooms, ants, and earthworms
€ Rhizomes, the mind, and philosophy
@ The tree of life in poetry, music, and virtual reality
€ Observing, understanding, and facing the wildfire

Lesson 13: Urban Ecology (2 credit hours)
4 Urban animals, plants and ecological system
€ Eco-architecture and urban planning
4 Climate change and urban planning
€ Science fiction and future cities
€ Observing, understanding, and facing extreme weathers

Lesson 14: Topic: Humans and Nonhuman Animals (2 credit hours)
€ The nonhuman turn in humanities
€ Animal history under environmental history
€ Animals, slaughterhouses, and political philosophy
¢ Companion animals
€ Animal factory, animal ethics, and veganism

Lesson 15: Topic: China and the World (2 credit hours)
€ China’s environmental policy, major aspects, and challenges
€ China’s international role in combating climate change
€ China’s roles in global economy and global ecology
€ Understanding ecological civilization
€ Traditional Chinese ecological thoughts; contemporary Chinese eco-writing

Lesson 16: Discussion and Conclusion (2 credit hours)
€ Back to the everyday life. Back to the affect of living in the Anthropocene

F R H B2 E%R Textbook and Supplementary Readings

K4 (Books)
Bonneuil, Christophe and Jean-Baptiste Fressoz. The Shock of the Anthropocene: The Earth, History and Us. Trans.

David Fernbach. London and New York: Verso, 2016.
Morton, Timothy. The Ecological Thought. Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Press, 2010.

Bt (Excerpts)

Amitav Ghosh, from The Great Derangement (2016)

Andreas Malm, from Fossil Capital (2016)

Eduardo Kohn, from How Forests Think: Toward an Anthropology Beyond the Human (2013)
Elizabeth Kolbert, from The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History (2014)

Rachel Carson, from Silent Spring (1962)

Rob Nixon, from Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor (2011)

Timothy Morton, from Hyperobjects (2013)

Vandana Shiva, from Stolen Harvest (2000)

B (Films)
Before the Flood (2016), Dir. Fisher Stevens
Cowspiracy (2014), Dir. Kip Anderson and Keegan Kuhn.
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Assignments

A 20%
Mid-Term Test

BRER

Final Exam

BRI 60%
Final
Presentation

HE (iREF
EYS DL PG
J) Others
(The above may
be modified as
necessary)

20. 124> 73 GRADING SYSTEM

M A. +=% %% Letter Grading
0O B8. Z&id4 il GEIZ/ANET) Pass/Fail Grading

RE##t REVIEW AND APPROVAL
21. FRERBECEIUTTHENRR 2 HIUEE

This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




