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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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It seems simple: people get diseases, and medical practitioners try to help them. But there are very different
perspectives on who is sick, what's wrong with them, and what to do about it. In this course, we will begin by examining
the importance of symbols and rituals in medical practice, and how people in different times and places experience
illness as a meaningful event. In the second half of the course we will consider contemporary medicine as a system of
power and knowledge. Throughout, we will engage with ethical and philosophical issues in medical practice. In addition
to learning about cultural and social issues in medicine, students will also practice academic skills that will help them to
participate effectively in an international academic environment. These skills include preparing brief English language
essays and oral presentations, searching for academic sources, and citing sources in written work. Students will

complete an interview-based research project, in which they will investigate health related beliefs and behaviors.
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on successful completion, students will be able to:
Give brief presentations in English
Compose brief reports in English
Search for academic sources
Cite sources in an academic essay
Conduct research interviews
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Lecture 1: How to Be Sick / /& 4454 (2-credit hours)
¢ Medicine and social science
e Goals of the course
e Self-introductions
Medicine and society interact in many ways; we will begin by asking what issues students are aware of, and
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why they think these issues are important. Afterwards, | will explain the goals of the course: learning about the
social and cultural dimensions of medicine, and also acquiring a set of academic skills. Finally, we will each
introduce ourselves.

Lecture 2: Magic and Medicine / AR 5E R (2-credit hours)

Magic, witchcraft, and ritual

Rationality and cultural logics

Healers have existed long before contemporary medicine was developed. In many societies, medicine, ritual,
and magic are closely connected. In this class, we will discuss what the degree to which this kind of healing is
‘rational’. We will also discuss traditional medical knowledge and the healing power of ritual.

Lecture 3: Cultural Resources for Healing / /LB IR 557 & (2-credit hours)

The placebo effect

Belief and efficacy

Ritual and belief are not only important for traditional healers. We will discuss how the placebo effect can
powerfully impact patients today. This will begin a discussion about the connection between mental states and
physical health, a conversation that contemporary medicine is only beginning to partake in.

Lecture 4: Who is Sick? / ##5%i? (2-credit hours)

Normality and disease

Interpreting iliness

While some kinds of illness are recognized as disease, others may be seen as moral tests, individual
difference, or even as gifts from the gods. By looking at examples of physical and mental suffering from around
the world, we will examine how people in different societies have defined illnesses in different ways.

Lecture 5: Mental Health and the Work of Culture / ¥ P42 5 C4LBIYER (2-credit hours)

Interpretation and experience

Social stress and mental health

The experiences of mentally ill people are greatly shaped by their cultural and social contexts. We will see
examples of how people use cultural symbols to interpret their own emotions, thoughts, and relationships, and
how this interpretive work shapes mental health. In addition, we will ask how social stresses can produce
mental illness.

Lecture 6: Culture and Medical Knowledge / XL 5 & 241K (2-credit hours)

Culture and scientific bias

Knowledge as a social construct

Contemporary medicine presents itself as a highly scientific system. However, scientific knowledge is itself
shaped by cultural and social forces. We will discuss how medical research, theory, and practice are shaped by
these forces.

Lecture 7: Traditional Chinese Medicine / H1[& (2-credit hours)

Knowledge and bodily experience

The future of traditional medicine

People in China have many different views about traditional Chinese medicine. We will discuss some of the
history of Chinese medicine, and the way in which it influences how people understand their bodies. We will
think about the distinct philosophical background of Chinese medicine, which shapes how doctors produce
knowledge about the body, and how they try to heal it.

Lecture 8: Colonial Medicine / 58 RIS #IHIE 2 (2-credit hours)

Medicine and cultural differences

Disease and empire

In the colonial period, Europeans tried to apply their own medicine to people in many different societies.
Medicine became a way to rule empires, and also a way to prevent diseases from spreading internationally. By
reading about this history, we can think about how medical interventions can cause conflict with local
communities.

Lecture 9: Gender and Social Change / 45| 5422 1F (2-credit hours)

Work, desire, and family

Case study: female genital modification

Men and women face different social stresses, stereotypes, and expectations. This affect the way that they
become ill, the way that they are diagnosed, and the way that they are treated. In addition, traditional practices
that affect women’s bodies have become controversial because they conflict with the values of many people
today. Medical professionals are often caught in the middle of debates about gender and social change.

Lecture 10: Who Gets Sick? / #4577 ? (2-credit hours)
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Structural violence

Social support, social enabling

The social contexts in which we live shape our health and illness. We will think about how large social
structures affect people’s injuries, illnesses, and access to treatments. And we will also discuss how small
social groups, such as families or local communities, can promote health or exacerbate disease.

Lecture 11: Medical Citizens / EZ2 5/A B (2-credit hours)

Sickness and social organization

Globalization and medical knowledge

Having the same illness can be a source of solidarity. Groups of patients, and the patients’ families and friends,
have been inspired to raise money for research, to share information about medical treatment, and to educate
the public about their condition. Furthermore, the internet has enabled new forms of communication that change
how people understand and treat their illnesses.

Lecture 12: Public Health / A35 T4 (2-credit hours)

Statistics and populations

Health and governance

Today, sickness and health are not only studied at the scale of the individual: researchers study diseases in
entire populations. This kind of approach can provide important tools for controlling disease and promoting well-
being. On the other hand, tools like statistics and genetics have fundamentally changed our view of health. If we
are always at risk for a disease, are we every really healthy?

Lecture 13: Making Sick People / £133% A (2-credit hours)

Risk, expertise, and medical logic

Medicine as an industry

Problems in many areas of life are now considered medical issues. When they make decisions about nutrition,
exercise, parenting, and relationships, many people today see themselves as patients and seek advice from
medical experts. Companies selling medical treatment also encourage people to believe that medicine can cure
not only current diseases, but also be used to manage future risks and to seek happiness.

Lecture 14: Global Health, Local Challenges / 2-3RE)E S, AHAIHEE (2-credit hours)

Epidemics

Humanitarian intervention

Many medical issues today are global in scale, and managing health and well-being requires international
cooperation. We will look at epidemics, research programs, and humanitarian interventions in order to think
about the challenges of using international medical resources to promote human health in local contexts.

Lecture 15: Healing Medicine / 45357 # (2-credit hours)

We will summarize and review the course contents. We will ask how social science perspectives can affect the
practice of medicine. Furthermore, we will think about how these perspectives can inform our efforts to stay
healthy and happy in our everyday lives.

Lecture 16: Research Reports | Hf5i#k 45 (2-credit hours)

Each student will have a few minutes to explain their research projects: their research question, what group of
people they interviewed, and what they learned.

b B H e 2 %%k Textbook and Supplementary Readings
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The readings for this course are not fixed, and will be selected in accordance with the reference materials below:

Books &4
Fleck, Ludwik. [1935] 1979. Genesis and Development of a Scientific Fact. Ed. Thaddeus J. Trenn and Robert K.
Merton. Trans. Fred Bradley and Thaddeus J. Trenn. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

Selected Articles and Chapters ¥k X &M EFT

Conrad, Peter 2007. “Medicalization: Context, Characteristics, and Changes.” In The Medicalization of Society.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 3- 19.

Echenberg, Myron J. 2007. “An Unexampled Calamity: Hong Kong, 1894.” In Plague Ports: The Global Urban
Impact of Bubonic Plague, 1894-1901. New York: NYU Press, 16-46.

Elliott, Carl. 2003. “Amputees by Choice.” In Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream. New
York: Norton, 208-236.

Evans-Pritchard, E.E. 1976. “The Notion of Witchcraft Explains Unfortunate Events.” In Witchcraft, Oracle, and
Magic Among the Azande. Oxford: Oxford UP, 18-32.

Gordon, Deborah R. 1988. “Tenacious Assumptions in Western Medicine.” In Biomedicine Examined. Margaret Lock
and Deborah R. Gordon, eds. Boston: Kluwer, 19-56.

Hahn, Robert A. 1996 “The Universe of Sickness.” In Sickness and Healing: An Anthropological Perspective. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 13-39.

Harrington, Anne. 2008. “The Power of Positive Thinking.” in The Cure Within: A History of Mind-Body Medicine.
New York: Norton, 103-138.

Kleinman, Arthur. 1988. “The Meaning of Symptoms and Disorders” and “The Personal and Social Meanings of
lliness.” The llilness Narratives: Suffering, Healing and the Human Condition. New York: Basic Books, 3-55.

Kuriyama Shigehisa. [1987] 2007. “Pulse Diagnosis in the Greek and Chinese Traditions.” In Beyond the Body
Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material Life. Lock, Margaret M. Lock and Judith Farquhar, eds.
Durham: Duke University Press, 595-607.

Luhrmann, Tanya M., R. Padmavati, H. Tharoor, and A. Osei. 2015. “Differences in Voice-Hearing Experiences of
People with Psychosis in the USA, India, and Ghana: Interview-Based Study.” The British Journal of
Psychiatry 206 (1): 41-44.
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PR IE ASSESSMENT
PAETER PEAEET 8] HEHFRBRSESE  ELLH &
Type of Time % of final Penalty Notes
Assessment score
Hi#) Attendance More than 2 absences will affect
grade
WERI 15% Participation in discussion and in-
Class class exercises
Performance
AN
Quiz
PFETH Projects 15% Participation in discussion and in-
class exercises
SEET L 30% One 750 word essay
Assignments
B
Mid-Term Test
Bk & 20%
Mid-Term
Presentation
HARER
Final Exam
ARG 40% One 750 word essay
Final
Presentation
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