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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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This course focuses on the Mongol empire, which, after its foundation under the famous Genghis Khan in 1206 AD,
became the largest coherent land empire in world history. At the height of their power, the Mongols ruled over an area
stretching from modern-day Korea to Poland and from Russia to Northern India. While they were feared by many, as
emperors they proved to be tolerant and open, enforcing rigorous laws which - among other things - secured peaceful

trade along the silk roads and thus a vivid exchange between East and West.

We will scrutinize the emergence of the Mongol empire and the factors contributing to its rise and fall. Further
relevant topics, such as the capital Karakorum, the unsuccessful attempt to conquer Japan, the art of the Yuan-dynasty,
the ‘image’ of the Mongols in Western sources and the role of Genghis Khan, will be addressed through case studies

focusing on material culture.

Fik %> iR Learning Outcomes

In this course you will learn about:
e Factors contributing to the rise and fall of steppe empires
e The material cultures of nomadic people and the changes it undergoes when they become settled
e The Chinese Yuan-dynasty
e The Mongol llkhanate and the realm of the Golden Horde
e The reactions of Chinese intellectuals and artists etc. to their conquerors

e The way the history of the Mongols still shapes the present
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The course is in the form of lectures, supplemented with selected documentaries and in-class activities. Final grades are

based on in-class participation, assignments and a final exam.

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2-4: Eurasian Nomads: Predecessors of the Mongols
Week 5: Mongol Empire: Emergence and Consolidation
Week 6: Genghis Khan — Now and Then

Week 7: Battle Techniques and Weapons

Week 8: European Sources

Week 9: Karakorum

Week 10: Invasion of Japan

Week 11: Golden Horde

Week 12: llkhanat

Week 13: Yuan Painting

Week 14: Yuan Porcelain

Week 15: Repetition, Questions etc.

Week 16: Final exam, final discussion etc.

18. M REESEEE Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Textbook
R. Amitai-Preiss/D. O. Morgan (Eds.), The Mongol Empire and Its Legacy (Leiden 2000)

Materials used for my own preparation

R. Amitai/ M. Biran, Mongols, Turks and Others: Eurasian Nomads and the Sedentary World (Leiden 2005)

J. Bemmann, H. Parzinger, E. Pohl, D. Tseveendorzh, Current Archaeological Research in Mongolia. Papers from the
First International Conference on ,Archaeological Research in Mongolia“ held in Ulaanbaatar, August 19th-23rd, 2007.
BCAA 4 (Bonn 2009).

J. Bemmann (Hrsg.) Steppenkrieger: Reiternomaden des 7. - 14. Jahrhunderts aus der Mongolei. Ausstellungskatalog
LVR-LandesMuseum Bonn (Frankfurt 2012)

J. Bemmann/E. Ulambayar/E. Pohl (Hrsg.), Mongolian-German Karakorum-Expedition Vol. 1: Excavations in the

Craftsmen-Quarter at the Main Road. Forschungen zur Archdologie AuRRereuropaischer Kulturen 8 (Wiesbaden 2010).

T. Conlan, In little Need of Divine Intervention: Takezaki Suenaga’s Scrolls of the Mongol Invasions of Japan (lthaca
2001)

N. Di Cosmo, A. J. Frank, P. B. Golden (eds.), The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age. (Cambridge

2009)
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




