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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be directed

to the course instructor.
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15. ¥ B#% Course Objectives

This course aims:
1. To introduce major concepts, theories, scholars in sociology;
2. To teach students to understand different kinds of social phenomenon sociologically;

3. To encourage students to apply sociological concepts to everyday life to better understand how larger society
affects individual behavior and attitude.

16. A% BR Learning Outcomes

After studying this course, students should be able to:

1. Adopt an open mind in thinking about the relationships between individual thoughts and behaviour, and the

larger society.

2. Apply theories and concepts to understand better the social phenomenon and current issues;

3. Collect, process and analyze information from a variety of standpoints.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

1.  What is Sociology: An Introduction (2 credit hours)

® Sociology is a systematic study of the relationship between human behavior and society;
® What is the sociological perspective?
® How sociology is a science?

2. Culture (2 credit hours)

® Culture is the values, beliefs, behavior, and material objects that together form a people’s way of life: shared,

learned, dynamic, always changing;
® Key elements of culture: Symbols, language, values, beliefs and norms;
® Different kinds of culture: High culture, popular culture, sub-culture.

3. Socialization (2 credit hours)

® Introduce key ideas form Sigmund Freud and George Herbert Mead;
® Freud: Id, Ego and Superego;
® Mead: | and me.
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4. Marriage and the Family (2 credit hours)

® [ntroduce Structural Functionalism;
® [ntroduce key ideas from Talcott Parsons;
® Family problems: Divorce, violence and inequality.

5. Group Presentation 1, Discussion and Evaluation(2 credit hours)

6. Social Interaction in Everyday Life (2 credit hours)

® Introduce concepts of Status, Status Set, Ascribed Status, Achieved Status and Master Status;
® Introduce concepts of Stigma, Role, Role Conflict and Role Strain;
® Erving Goffman: The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life

7. Groups and Organizations(2 credit hours)

® Introduce the ideas of Primary Group, Secondary Group, In-Group and Out-Group;
® [ntroduce the concepts of Instrumental Role and Expressive Role;
® Max Weber: Bureaucracy and the Iron Cage.

8. Sex and Gender (2 credit hours)

® What is sex?

® \What is gender?

® Sexuality as culture;

® Anthony Giddens: The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love & Eroticism in Modern Societies.

9. Group Presentation 2, Discussion and Evaluation (2 credit hours)

10. Deviance (2 credit hours)
® What is deviance?
® The social foundations of deviance;
® Robert Merton's Strain Theory.

11. Social Stratification (2 credit hours)

® What is social stratification?
® [ntroduce the conflict theory;
® Max Weber: Three dimensions of stratification: Class, status and power.

12. Race and Ethnicity (2 credit hours)

® The race issue;
® Introduce the concepts of stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination;
® Explaining prejudice: Scapegoating, culture and conflict.

13. Group Presentation 3, Discussion and Evaluation(2 credit hours)

14. Stress and Coping (2 credit hours)

® Classification of stressor events;
® W.I. Thomas’ idea of “Definition of the situation” ;
® Perception and coping resource.

15. Man in Society and Society in Man (2 credit hours)

® C. Wright Mills: Sociological Imagination
® Peter Berger: Society in Man
® Introduce the concepts of Alienation and Anomie.

16. Final report




/i \
(6
.

18.

19.

20.

As MLY%

\# v (‘"7" SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
T T

it R EE2%%Rl Textbook and Supplementary Readings
John J. Macionis (2014) Sociology, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson. 15th Edition.
C. Wright Mills (1970) The Sociological Imagination, Harmondsworth, Eng.: Penguin.
Peter L. Berger (1963) Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective, Harmondsworth:
Penguin Books Ltd.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




