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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be directed
to the course instructor.

1. BFELZHK Course Title HASCH A The Rise and Fall of Ancient Civilizations
2. #4Fl2: s Center for Social Sciences

Originating Department

3. REwS SS011
Course Code

4.  HfE%4 Credit Value 2
5. R iR 5158 General Education (GE) Elective Courses
Course Type
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6. % #7Z Spring
Semester
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7. J: English

Teaching Language

BREM. FrR¥ER. BRER T |Zhichun JING £,
X (B BB, 5B B | s Kok J@ 216 b K% Canada Research Chair in Pacific Asia Archaeology

ka4l Department of Anthropology,University of British Columbia
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Instructor(s), Affiliations B 7 B K S H 4 R A b0 ] #08% Visiting professor at Center for Social Sciences,
Contact SUSTech

Tel:13718791150

(For team teaching, please list Email:jing.zhichun@gmail.com

all instructors)
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Tutor/TA(s), Contact

EFEABRE(FTAH)
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#22 H¥r Course Objectives

The first civilizations developed independently from farming villages in several areas across the world, marking a
fundamental transformation in human history. In this course, we will investigate the rise and fall of world’s earliest
civilizations. Drawing mainly on the archaeological inquiry, this course offers a comparative examination of case studies
of early civilization: Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, China, and Mesoamerica. Among key issues to be discussed
are urbanism, socio-political organization, trade, craft production, human sacrifice, violence, religion, cosmology,
collapse and regeneration. The goal of the class is to provide students with an understanding of the nature of the world’s
first civilizations, and their importance and relevance to the world we live today.
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TIEZ S R Learning Outcomes

1. Students will become acquainted with basic concepts, diverse models and perspectives to define and explore research
questions in the study of ancient civilizations.

2. Students will develop analytical skills to examine archaeological data, and to evaluate interacting factors contributing to
the emergence, development, and decline of early civilizations.

3. Students are expected to build up a fundamental understanding and deep appreciation of diverse early civilizations
developed across the world.
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)
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The course is primarily in form of lectures, supplemented with selected documentaries, primarily those authoritative and
accessible ones produced by PBS NOVA and BBC Horizon programs. Students are required to attend all the lectures and
to actively contribute to the learning and discussion of major subjects to be discussed in the class. A research essay is
required for this class; students must select one of case studies discussed in this class and conduct an in-depth research
on one of the topics examined in the class.

Week 1. The Discovery of “Civilizations”;

Week 2. Theories of Cities, States, and Civilizations;

Week 3. The origins of civilization;

Weeks 4 and 5. Ancient Mesopotamia;

Weeks 6 and 7. Ancient Egypt;

Weeks 8 and 9. The Indus Valley;

Weeks 10 and 11. Ancient China;

Weeks 12 and 13. Ancient Mesoamerica;

Week 14. The spread of civilization;

Week 15. The collapse of civilization;

Week 16. The clash of civilizations — contemporary thoughts

it R TS E%E Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Scarre, C. and Fagan, B. M. (2016). Ancient Civilizations (4t edition). London and New York: Routledge.

Other supplementary readings.
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority




