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#22 H¥r Course Objectives

This course explores a selection of the world’s momentous discoveries in archaeology that have shaped our knowledge
of the ancient world, discussing breath-taking finds and the remarkable stories behind the discoveries. The discoveries
discussed and examined come from a wide array of different contexts, in terms of places, times and culture (both
prehistoric and historic), ranging from ice age cave paintings to Olduvai Gorge, from the volcanic mummified ruins of
Pompeii to the great tomb of King Tut, from the terracotta army of the First Emperor in China to Machu Picchu, lost city
of the Incas. By learning major archaeological discoveries, students are expected to increase their interest in
archaeological inquiry of past cultures and civilizations worldwide, and understand the importance and relevance of
archaeological knowledge to the contemporary world.
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WA R Learning Outcomes

Through the examination of major archaeological discoveries, students learn and understand the ways in which
archaeology transforms ancient ruins and discarded rubbish into representations of the everyday lives of our ancestors.

Students will be able to evaluate archaeological methods and interpretations utilized in the investigation of ancient
societies.

Students will learn how to appreciate the importance of archaeological discoveries in shaping and transforming our
understanding of the human past.
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The course is primarily in form of lectures, supplemented with selected documentaries, primarily those authoritative and
accessible ones produced by PBS NOVA and BBC Horizon programs. Students are required to attend all the lectures and
to actively contribute to the learning and discussion of major subjects to be discussed in the class. A research essay is
required for this class; students must select one of case studies discussed in this class and conduct an in-depth research
on a related topic by focusing on how discoveries were made, what and how findings were revealed and interpreted, and
why they are important in helping understand major archaeological questions of interest. There will be both mid-term and
final exams, including questions of multiple choices and short essay questions.

Section 1 — Introduction; (2 hours)

Section 2 — AFRICA: Leakey’s Legacy - in Search of Our Ancestors; (4 hours)

Section 3 — EUROPE: Chauvet Cave - the First Artists; (2 hours)

Section 4 — WEST ASIA: Gobekli Tepe - the Birth of Religion; (4 hours)

Section 5 — EUROPE: Stonehenge - Secrets of an Old Riddle; (2 hours)

Section 6 — WEST ASIA: The Royal Cemetery of Ur - the First Cities;(4 hours)

Section 7 — AFRICA: Tutankhamun - Dazzling Legacy of an Egyptian King; (2 hours)

Section 8 - MESOAMERICA: Copan - a Lost City of the Maya; (2 hours)

Section 9 — NORTH AMERICA: Cahokia - Myth of the Moundbuilders; (2 hours)

Section 10 — EAST ASIA: Terracotta Army - First Emperor’s Afterlife; (4 hours)

Section 11 — EUROPE: Pompeii and Herculaneum - Life and Death in Roman Towns; (2 hours)

Section 12 — SOUTH AMERICA: Machu Picchu - Glory of the Inca Empire.(2 hours)

bt R H e 2% %8 Textbook and Supplementary Readings

All required readings will be made available on the class’s website.
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