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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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This course introduces the basic ideas and methods in earth science communication with an emphasis on writing and
oral presentations. Students will get familiar with the practical aspects in a variety of professional scenarios, including
technical writing, oral reporting, proposal writing, interviews and new media.
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Upon completing the course, students will master the following items.

1. Basic ideas and methods in earth science communication;

2. Technical communication in Chinese and English languages;

3. Theory, procedures and practice of geoscientific writing and publishing;

4. Methods and skills in geoscientific reporting (attending professional conferences);

5. Methods and skills in writing proposals and applications (project, graduate study, scholarship, job);
6. Methods and skills in interviews;

7. Methods and skills in the use of new media.
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Chapter 1: Introduction (2 hours)

Concepts in earth science communications; Basic ideas and principles in practice; Recourses in learning communication
skills.

Chapter 2: International communication (2 hours)

Conventions of technical communications in Chinses and non-Chinese environments; Practice in dealing with cultural
difference in science.

Chapter 3: Technical writing and publishing in earth sciences (6 hours)

Elements in writing an article, report, abstract and review in earth sciences; Understanding the scope of an article and
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intended readership; Presentation skills in writing; How to publish a paper in earth sciences.
Chapter 4: Oral presentation and participation in professional conferences (6 hours)

Skills in giving an oral or poster presentation; Understanding the scope of a presentation and the target audience; How
to design informative and effective slides and posters; How to attend a professional conference effectively.

Chapter 5: Writing proposals and applications (6 hours)

Elements in proposals/applications for grants, projects, jobs, etc.; Skills in persuasive writing; Practice in writing an
application for scholarships or jobs in earth science.

Chapter 6: Interviews in earth science (4 hours)

Submission of interview applications; Preparation for an interview for a job position and graduate studies in earth
sciences. Mock interview practice.

Chapter 7: New media (4 hours)

Elements in technical communication using new media; Types of new media useful for earth sciences; Personal use of
new media and online presence.

Chapter 8: Integrated practice (2 hours)

Practice of the knowledge leaned in the form of a mock conference.
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