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This course offers an introduction to design ethics. It establishes design as the practice of making choices on behalf of
others, which typically has broad systemic implications. Through critical reading, discussion, and analysis, the course
examines a broad range of topics relevant to the ethics of design in broader systemic contexts, including social equality
and advocacy, natural resource protection, cultural and biological diversity, consumer and labor rights, and artificial
intelligence. Students taking this course will present and discuss theoretical positions and case studies in class. In doing
S0, students are expected to develop capacities for critical thinking and evaluation that lead to design advances, to
assume aesthetic and ethical perspectives to guide responsible practice, and to demonstrate an awareness of the

social, cultural, and environmental impacts of design.
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Upon completing this course, students will be able to:

demonstrate the ability to recognize and grasp opportunities to use design skills to conceptualize and create
the future

draw upon and integrate knowledge from diverse domains, including humanities, social sciences, natural
sciences and technologies

demonstrate skills and theoretical foundations for self-directed designing and learning
demonstrate capacities for critical thinking and evaluation that leads to design advances
articulate aesthetic and ethical perspectives to guide responsible practice

demonstrate an awareness of the social, cultural and environmental impacts of design
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if
this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week Content
1
Course introduction and overview
Introduction to Ethics in Design, Professional Ethics and Research Ethics
Reading assignments and individual seminar topic assignments
2
Group discussion of selected readings. Indicative material:
e Jeroen van den Hoven, Pieter E. Vermaas and Ibo van de Poel, eds. (2015). Handbook of
Ethics, Values, and Technological Design. Sources, Theory, Values and Application
Domains, Springer, Heidelberg.
e Cameron Shelley (2017). Design and Society: Social Issues in Technological Design,
Springer, Cham.
3
Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e automation (Al, robotics)
e planned obsolescence / right to repair
e freedom of information, intellectual property rights and patent law
4
Readings, discussion and tutorials
5
Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e consumerism / throwaway society
e labor outsourcing, use of global / local resources
e ocean health / acidification / plastic waste
6
Readings, discussion and tutorials
7
Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e vulnerable communities, social marginalization by design
e transportation and its environmental impact
e public health and disease control by design
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8
Readings, discussion and tutorials
9 Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e everyday surveillance
e mass dislocation / migration
e carbon emissions/capture and global warming
10 . . :
Readings, discussion and tutorials
11 Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e everyday surveillance
e mass dislocation / migration
e carbon emissions/capture and global warming
12 . . ] .
Readings, discussion and tutorials
13 Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e experts vs. laypeople
e individualism vs. collectivism and implications for cross-cultural design
e design for violence and war
14 . . ] .
Readings, discussion and tutorials
15 Student seminars I: Theoretical framing (challenge + value(s)), case study of existing design work and
student’s own positioning. Followed by class discussion, Q&A. Indicative challenges:
e the economic growth imperative in a world with finite resources
e unintended consequences of design
e behavior change by design (enablement, influence, coercion, restriction)
16 ) ) )
Summary, Final Discussion

Fit REESE TR Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Textbook:

Laura Scherling and Andrew DeRosa, eds. (2020). Ethics in Design and Communication. Critical
Perspectives, Bloomsbury, London.

Supplementary Readings:

Victor Papanek (1984). Design for the Real World. Human Ecology and Social Change. Thames & Hudson,
London.

Arup (2018). Drives of Change 2.0. URL:
https://www.arup.com/perspectives/publications/research/section/drivers-of-change
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority

Professor Tom Kvan
Dean, School of Design




