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This course will introduce you to the development of industrial design over the past 200 years, with a
particular focus on the social, material, economic and cultural contexts of design innovation and
development. A significant part of the course is dedicated to the critical analysis of contemporary theories
and developments in design, enabling you to develop and present personal visions of the future of design.
Skills developed in this course include critical reading, literature research and basic theory application.
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On successful completion of this module, students will be able to:
1. recall and describe key historical and contemporary design theories and practices, and understand how they are linked
2. recall and describe major historical periods of design as well as their key formal, conceptual and contextual aspects

3. identify, analyze and present contemporary developments in design and their social and environmental implications

4. develop and present a speculative personal vision of the future of design
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Week Content

1 Lecture (2 hours): What is design?
Using IKEA as a case study this lecture introduces several perspectives of looking at design:
social, material, economic and cultural

Tutorial (2 hours): IKEA
Discussion about IKEA based on readings

2 Lecture (2 hours): Design history: 1800-1910: Technology
This is the first of a series of 4 lectures in which we will walk with large steps through design
history.

Lecture (2 hours): Design history: 1920-1940: Avant Garde

3 Tutorial (2 hours): Research and Presentation

Lecture (2 hours): Design history: 1940-1960: Consumer Society

4 Lecture (2 hours): Design history: 1960-2000: Design Perspectives

Student presentations | (2 hours): Key topics in design history
The first of a series of two seminars in which you and a classmate will give one short presentation
about a key topic in design history

5 Student presentations Il (2 hours): Key topics in design history

Lecture (2 hours): Designing the future: How past visions influence the present

6 Lecture (2 hours): Design professionalisation and innovation

Lecture (2 hours): China and design: 1800-now
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7 Student presentations | (2 hours): Contemporary developments in design

The first of a series of two seminars in which you and one or more classmates will give a short
presentation about an interesting contemporary development in design that addresses an
important need or challenge in society, followed by discussion.

Student presentations Il (2 hours): Contemporary developments in design

8 Lecture (2 hours): Guest lecture

Tutorial (2 hours): Review of final report drafts

b R HESEFE Textbook and Supplementary Readings

Textbook

Supplementary Readings

Fiell, C., & Fiell, P. (2018). The Story of Design. Goodman.

Justice, L. (2012). China’s Design Revolution. MIT Press.

Gantz, C. (2011). The industrialization of design: a history from the steam age to today: McFarland.

Yelavich, S., & Adams, B. (Eds.). (2014). Design as future-making. Bloomsbury Publishing.
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