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The course information as follows may be subject to change, either during the session because of unforeseen
circumstances, or following review of the course at the end of the session. Queries about the course should be
directed to the course instructor.
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Course Code
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This course offers a foundational introduction to design through action and a preparation for design studies
at the School of Design. As an introduction to design through action, the course establishes design as an
activity in a range of contexts, moving beyond problem solving to opportunity seeking. The content examines
how design is translated to outcomes to contribute to economies and quality of life. As a preparation for
design studies, the course presents an outline of the study experience and an overview of the curriculum
and focus areas offered at the School of Design. Skills: critical perception
This course requires students to:

e participate actively in a series of challenging creative assignments, both individually and in groups

e engage actively in class discussions in English

e purchase their own materials and tools (typically no more than RMB400 per student in total)

e bring their own laptop computer to class (Windows, Mac or Linux with reasonable CPU power and

available storage space)
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By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate basic design and design communication skills
2. Apply basic design strategies to produce creative and novel outcomes
3. Make an informed decision either for or against design as your field of study
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Course Contents (in Parts/Chapters/Sections/Weeks. Please notify name of instructor for course section(s), if

this is a team teaching or module course.)

Week

Content

1

Lecture and discussion (1 hour): Welcome/intro; program overview; preview of portfolio assignment
Activity (1 hour): Draw/Represent, Transform existing and non-existing objects.
Deliverable: Sketch morphing exercise

Lecture and discussion (1 hour): Observation and analysis, illustration techniques, software demo.
Activity (1 hour): Observe and Analyze a person performing a task or activity.
Deliverable: A visual process description.

Lecture and discussion (1 hour): Systematic doubt, first principles, “What if?” questions.
Activity (1 hour): Question. Consider a particular human activity. Approach it though questioning it.
Deliverable: Doubts and questions in diagram (mind map or similar) format.

Lecture and discussion (1 hour): Systematic variation and exploration
Activity (1 hour): Explore. Consider a human activity and explore alternatives systematically.
Deliverable: Systematic visual (and textual as needed) exploration of alternative scenarios.

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Human wants and needs.
Activity (1 hour): Empathize. Put yourself into someone else’s shoes.
Deliverable: An expression of your feelings textually and/or visually.

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Library, online and interview-based research.
Activity (1 hour): Research/Inquire. Write a design case study report about a simple product.
Deliverable: Design case study report.

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Risk and risk mitigation.
Activity (1 hour): Risk/Fail. Make and use a light protective device.
Deliverable: Protective device

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Design conversation. Collaboration and cooperation.
Activity (1 hour): Collaborate. Take charge of some aspects of a product. Design collaboratively.
Deliverable: Product design proposal (visual and textual)
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5 Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Functional design.
Activity (1 hour): Make and Integrate. Design and implement a simple functional device.
Deliverable: (Demonstration of) a simple functional/performative product.

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Remixing, audio editing demonstration.
Activity (1 hour): Re-Combine/Remix. Produce an audio clip from given audio material.
Deliverable: A 20-second audio file in . mp3 format.

6 Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Using reliably responsive tools in surprising ways.
Activity (1 hour): Surprise. Produce a poem using a text processor.
Deliverable: A poem (text).

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Creative re-contextualization
Activity (1 hour): Re-Appropriate/Re-Contextualize. Innovate by putting sth. into another context.
Deliverable: Photo(s) and description (text).

7 Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Rhetorical strategies. (Visual) story-telling.
Activity (1 hour): Propose. Present a proposal for a new product or service.
Deliverable: Design presentation (slide deck)

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Varieties of criticism.
Activity (1 hour): Critique two design proposals.
Deliverable: Written critiques of two design proposals (text).

8 Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Logical fallacies. Eristic dialectic. Etc.
Activity (1 hour): Argue. Make the case against the criticism your design proposal is facing.
Deliverable: A written argument (text, illustrated as needed).

Introductory lecture and discussion (1 hour): Summary and Conclusion.
Assignment: Portfolio of Deliverables of all Activities

Questions and Answers

Course feedback

18.  #EMEHTBSEEE Textbook and Supplementary Readings

e Koos Eissen and Steur Roselien (2019). Sketching: The Basics, BIS Publishers, Amsterdam.
e Sung Jang, Martin Thaler and Matthew Frederick (2020). 101 Things | Learned in Product Design
School, Crown, New York.
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Final Exam
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Final
Presentation
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necessary)
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This Course has been approved by the following person or committee of authority

Thomas Kvan & 3
Dean, School of Design & & ¥ it 22k b K
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